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in the passages here and there could not be filled, while a
number of doubtful readings have been left unsolved.

In the footnotes the abbreviations o=, stand for ”.a.;ll &)
&0 (Gibb series) and o3 for g

I am grateful to the authorities of the Panjab University
for their acquiring, at my suggestion, the rotographs of the

unique MS, and for including my edition of the same in their
Oriental Publications series.

LAHORE: }

May, 1933.
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PREFACE

The present volume embodies the text of a unique MS preserv-
ed in the British Museum, containing the history of the Seljuq
dynasty of Fran from its origin to its downfall. The title of the
work, as given on the first page of the MS, is "4..#,-LJI 5 sl
but in the beginning of the text it appears as £, ,.li x5!, and
it is under this title that Rieu has described the volume in his
Catalogue of the Arabic MSS in the British Museum.*

The importance of the present work was noticed as early
as 1886 by Professor M. Th. Houtsma in his preface to the
“Histoire des Seljoucides du Kerman''s, and again in the preface
to the “Histoire des Seljoucides de I'Irag* . In the following
year, Baron Victor von Rosen published an extract from its
text, relating to the war between Alp Arslan and the Roman
Emperor Romanus, in the Zapiski of the Imperial Russian
Archzological Society.” The extract is accompanied by a
Russian translation and a review of the work and its author.

But the most comprehensive introduction to the present
book was written by Dr. ﬁarl Sitssheim under the title
“ prolegomena zu einer Ausgabe der im Britischen Museum zu
- London verwahrten Chronik des Seldschugischen Reiches "',
y ' in which he submitted the contents of this Chronik to a
R : detailed and careful examination. As the Prolegomena is not
generally known in India and, moreover, is written in German,
N . a language not commonly read in this country, I think the

-' . best preface to my edition would be to give briefly in the
following lines the results of Dr. Sitssheim’s investigations.

THE BOOK AND ITS AUTHOR

_ I have said that the book bears two different titles, vz,
) the LiylJi 4,31 sl and the £.1591 543 while the name of -the

See p. I. 2. Supplement, No. 550 (p- 342).
Leiden 1886, pp. IX-X. 4 Leiden 1889, pp. XXXV-XXXVL
Part 111, St. Petersburg 1887, pp. 243—252.

Published by O. Harrassowitz (Leipzig 1g11), It comprises 47 pages.
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author in both places appears as e o b o b o ol g yue
é—41. But Dr. Siissheim’s theory is that the present volume,
which he continues to call the “ Chronik | is anonymous and
its author is unknown.! . He thinks that the Zubdat’ uttawarikh
by Sadr'uddin al-Husaini was an earlier work from which
the author of the Chronik has borrowed his material. His
reasons for this supposition are these :—

1. Thatin the beginning of the text the author is mentioned
in the third person, which is unusual with Arabic historians
except under very special conditions. (Prolegomena, p. 10).

2. The name of the author of the Zubdat, Abw’l Hasan ‘Ali.
b. Nasir is to be traced in the book b gl JT LLiT § G sus?,
According to the conclusions of Siissheim, he lived and worked
in Khurdsian and was probably alive in A.H. 552. (Prolego-
mena pp. 16—18). Since the author of the Chronik mentions
‘Imad'uddin al-Isfahdni (who wrote his history in 579) as one
of his authorities, and to all appearances lived in the early
part of the 7th century, it is obvious that he cannot be identi-
cal with the earlier author of the Zubdat.

3. The last event mentioned in the Chronik is the death
of the Atdbek Uzbek at Alinja (in A. H. 622). This date cannot
likely be recorded by the mdch earlier Abu'l Hasan ‘Al
author of the Zubdat. )

4. A further argument, not adduced by Siissheim, but by
Professor Houtsma® in favour of this view, is that in the
La'rikh-i-Jahan Gusha (11, p. 44) a passage is cited from the
Zubdat which is not to be found in the Chronik.

The attribution of the authorship of the present volume to
Abu’'l Hasan ‘Ali, according to Siissheim, is a mistake which
has originated from the scribe of the MS. He thinks that on the
first page of the MS, under the correct title u,-d..)l Uy lsd
the calligraphist, by a mistake, recorded the name of

Je oedt 4l W1 aw the author of the Zubdat.

1. Ishall also hereafter name the present volume the Chronik”,
2. P. 324 of the Lucknow edition.
3 Acta Orientalia, III, p. 145, foot-note,

1}

m

THE REAL AUTHOR.

The real author of the present work is unknown. Itis
obvious that he lived in the end of the 6th and beginning of the
7th century, for he mentions & »al Lol as the reigning caliph
of Baghdad and calls him \¥,*, which shows that he was a
Sunni and probably lived in Baghdad as a dependent of the
court.! Moreover, he has related an event connected with
the last struggle of Sultan Tughril with the Khwarzam Sha}1
in A. H. 590, on the oral authority of one Amin ’'uddin
Muhammad az-Zanjani, who was a contemporary of Tughril
and probably an eye witness of that struggle. The author
therefore lived late in the 6th and early in the 7th century
and wrote his book after the year 622 A.H., which, as already
said, is the last date referred to by him.

Dr. Stissheim has tried to identify the author. He says
that among the Arabic historians of the Seljugs living in the
first half of the 7th century there are two, of whom either
may be looked upon as the author of the present work.
They are :— s

1. Jamal 'uddin, Abu'l Hasan ‘Ali al-Qifti, the celebrat-
ed author of the Ta'rikh "ul Hukama. His work
the Kitabu Ta'rikh-is-Saljiigiyya is known to us
only by name.? The present work may, therefore,
be none other than the hitherto unknown history
of al-Qifti, which was written before A. H. 626. \

2. Abu'l Hasan ‘Ali. b. Abi Mansir Zafir b. aLI-'IusaEn
al-Khazraji al-Misri. He was born in Egypt in
566 or 567, served the Ayyiibi princes al-Malik
al-‘Aziz and al-Malik al-Ashraf in Syria and Egypt,
and was the author of many works. According

to Haji Khalifa he died in 623 A. H.
e accorﬂin to Siissheim is more likely to b—e the
authtlj'oof our Chronii. In one of his works called ikzl| .._] 331 sl
(a general history in four volumes, of which only one is known

1. Seep.178. x
2. This view is already expressed by Rieu.. N
3. See the German introduction to the 7a'rikh 'ul-Hukama, p. 10., foot-note,

-
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to exist) he refers to the volume dealing with the Seljugs.
Dr. Stissheim thinks that our anonymous Chronik is, in all
likelihood, the lost volume of Ibn Zafir's Akhbar "uddwaval 'il
Munqgati‘a and is identical with the Ta'rikhu Mulitk-is-Saljii-

FYYa (el Sk £.4) ascribed to him by the biographers
al-Kutubi and as-Safadi.
~ The resemblance in the style of the Akhbar ndduzval *il
Mungati‘a and our Chronik is very striking and points to a
common author. Moreover, there is a remarkable agreement
between some of the statements given in the Chronik and in
certain other works of Ibn Zafir. For instance the name of
Imad 'uddin al-Katib al-Isfahini is mentioned in the Chronik
with the false Zumya of Abu Hamid. Of all the books of
history, biography and literature which Dr. Siissheim ransack-
ed, the very same false kunya was found only in one—the
<lal i of Tbn Zafir,
~ Another instance of the agreement of the subject matter
which testifies to the identity of Thn Zaifir with the author of
the present book is a citation in the Nihayat "ul Arab of
Nuwairi. In his account of the Seljugs, Nuwairi expressly
names Ibn Zafi'rs Akhbar 'udduwal “il Mungati‘a more than
once as his source. The statement of Nuwairi that the jewels
in the possession of Sultan Sanjar weighed 1030 ri{ls is only
to be found in our Chronik?. From it Nuwairi has also copied,
almost verbatim, the passage which describes the financial
troubles of Sultan Muhammad®, But, says Dr. Siissheim,
against the identity of Ibn Zafir with the author of the Chronik,
stand the following considerations :—
1. The disagreement in chronology as given in the
Chronik and in the Akhbar "udduwal 'il Munqati‘a
In the two works the dates of accession and of
death, the length of life and the duration of the
reign of each caliph differ considerably. This may
however be explained by the fact that Ibn Zafir

1. Twice printed in Cairo.
2. See pp. 124-125,
3. See pp.98-99. Nuwairi n this instance does not quote his authority.

po.

utilized different sources for each of these two
‘works.

2, Itisvery remarkable that Tbn Zifir makes no men-
tion of His sojourn in Rai* and of his journey to
Khwarazm# in his ¢l & which is so rich in
personal experiences. To an Egyptian like Ibn
Zafir used to a mild climate and averse to travell-
ing, a journey to the distant Khwarazm should
have been much noteworthy.

In thé end Dr. Siissheim leaves the question undecided
whether the Chronik should definitely be ascribed to Ibn Zafir.
We shall in all likelihood, he says, be able to decide it when
we succeed in discovering some of his hitherto lost works, or
a complete copy of the Akhbar "udduwal il Munqati‘a

I may add that Professor Houtsma is also reluctant to
accept either al-Qifti or Ibn Zifir as the author of our
Chronik. “As to thé author of thé compilation contained in
the London MS " he says, “ he is hardly to be identified with
one of the two Arabic historians named by Dr. Siissheim, for
they lived in Egypt and Syria, whereas the narrative clearly
shows that the author lived in the eastern parts of the
Mohammadan world (Azarbaijan, Khwarazm or perhaps
Baghdad) "*.

THE SOURCES OF THE CHRONIK.

If we accept the theory of Dr. Sitssheim, the main source
of our Chronik would be the Zubdal’ uttawarikh, composed
about the middle of the 6th century. The only other source
mentioned by the author is the work of ‘Imid "uddin al-Katib
al-Isfah@ni' from which he borrowed almost all his material
for the years 485—547. It has beén of great help to me in
emending the text. It is possible to give a large number
of perfectly identical passages from both books, but I would
refrain from doing so, as it would lead to unnecessary
prolixity,

1. See p.191, L 4 2. P. 51, last line.

3. Acta Orientalia, III, p. 145.

4. Available in the recension of al-Bundari called 5;‘5” &) (ed. Houtsma,
Leiden, 188g).
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A third source of the Chronik according to Siissheim is a
lost work extolling the generosity and other attributes of the
Nizam 'ul Mulk, from which the author borrowed the story of
the Nizam 'ul Mulk and the beggar,® related only by the
" Chronik. But this is a mere conjecture.

The sources for the period 547—590 are difficult to trace.
On two occasions the author has drawn his material from oral
information. Thus he has supplemented the account about
Alp Arslan’s victory over Romanus by a verbal statement of
Imdm Musharraf of Shirdz.* Another important amplification
of the narrative is the oral information given by Amin 'uddin
Muhammad az-Zanjani®.

A number of short passages in the earlier portion of our
book are common with those in Ibn 'ul Athir. I do not propose
to offer them for comparison which will occupy space
unnecessarily. It will just suffice to remark that these
passages point to a source common between the Chronik and
Ibn 'ul Athir.

COMPARATIVE VALUE OF THE BOOK.

The Chronik, says Dr. Siissheim, gives enough that is
new and valuable. Its importance lies in the detailed informa-
tion it gives about the foundation of the Seljug Kingdom
(A.H. 426—430) and also about the last 35 years of the
dynasty (A. H. 555—590). It is the best account of the
fruitless attempts of the last Sultan, Tughril to restore the
integrity of his empire and the prestige of his house. More-
. over, the relations of the Seljugs with the Christian world are
described with special details not to be found elsewhere, ¢.g.,
the victory of Alp Arslan over Romanus, and the war of the

Seljugs with the Georgians.* Its importance in our eyes is _

further enhanced when we take into consideration the fact

1. See pp. 70-71.

2. See pp. 51-52. Dr.'Siissheim deplores the fact that no details are given
by the author of his journey to Darghan, otherwise it is just possible that the
Imam Musharraf may be none other than the world famous*Sa‘di whose full
name was Musharraf "uddin Muslih b. ‘Abdulla ash-Shirazi.

3. See p. 191.

4 Pp. 34—41.

vii

that the literary sources for three-fourth of the work (pp. 1—75
and 122—197) are extinct, while the source of the rest (pp. 75—
122) has not been made known through press. In short, it
fills considerable lacuna in our knowledge about an important
period of Islamic history. .

PUBLICATION OF THE BOOK.

The unique MS. of our book in the British Museum has of
course been described by Rieu in his Arabic Catalogue. A
transcript of it was obtained by Professor Houtsma, who
intended to include it in his “Recueil de textes relatifs &
I'histoire des Seljoucides.”® But he abstained from the idea of
publishing it because, as he wisely thought, to prepare a good
text from a single codex was a task ‘“‘rich in disappointments.”
Further, Dr. Siissheim in his Prolegomena® announced his inten-
tion of publishing the text with a German translation, but was
for some reason unable to accomplish his design. The book
came to my knowledge some thirteen years ago when I was
editing the Rahat 'us-Sudiir for the “E. ]J. W. Gibb series.”
In the course of my editing I made some use of it. At my
suggestion, some time ago, the Library of the Panjab Univer-
sity acquired rotographs of the unique British Museum MS.
On examining the text more closely, I found that the task, of
correcting it was indeed rich in disappointments, The MS,
though clearly written, is full of textual errors. The scribe
does not seem to know Arabic well, for the text abounds with
grammatical mistakes. Occasionally he seems to be writing
by dictation, substituting Jil for ¢ and & for 5. The i ,ad1 5.
has been my chief guide in emending the text, while Ibn'ul Athir
has been occasionally helpful. A number of emendations
were suggested by my esteemed friend and colleague,
Professor Muhammad Shafi (who has my best thanks), but
with my limited knowledge of the Arabic language I have not
been able to evolve a satisfactory text. Some obvious gaps

1. Supplement No. 550.
2. See p. XXXVI of his preface to Vol. IL

3. P.g
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in the passages here and there could not be filled, while a
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