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PREFACE

The recent recovery of a relatively large number of Alfarabi’s
logical works in the libraries of Turkey and Iran provides the modern
student of the history of logic with the opportunity to judge, on the basis
of his own works, the contribution of a thinker whose contemporaries
and successors had honored as the greatest authority on logic since
Aristotle. Perhaps the most interesting question that posed itself to the
translators of Greek logic into Arabic and to the thinkers who were the
first to engage in studying it in that language was the relation between
logic and language in general, and Greek logic and the Arabic language
in particular. The relation between language and logic was studied by
Aristotle and his Greeck commentators in various parts of the Organon,
especially in the Categories and On Interpretation, which were introduced
in the schools with Porphyry’s Isagoge. But the questions discussed by
Aristotle and his Greek commentators had to do primarily with the
relation between logic and the Greek language. Alfarabi, on the other
hand, was faced with the question of making these discussions intelligible
to students experienced in a variety of linguistic conventions—Greek,
Syriac, Persian, and Arabic, among others—and, more especially, to
students for whom Arabic had become the primary medium of scientific
study. Although Alfarabi addresses himself to this question in almost all
of his logical writings, the relation between language and logic is the
central theme of two of them, the Utterances Employed in Logic and the
more extensive Book of Particles, the first edition of which will soon
be published.

The Utterances is part of a large “middle commentary” on the
Organon. In the original version that was written or dictated by Alfarabi,
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it was preceded by the Indication of the Path of Happiness (printed in
Hyderabad, A.H. 1346) and followed by a commentary on the Categories
(perhaps the very text that has alrecady been edited twice, by D.M.
Dunlop and by Nihat Keklik; see the Bibliography). Chapters I-II1 of
the work constitute Alfarabi’s new introduction to Porphyry’s Isagoge ;
they deal with significant utterances and offer a new classification of
Arabic particles, Chapters IV-VI are a commentary on Porphyry’s
Isagoge. And Chapters VII-X deal with various preliminaries, questions
that introduce the student to Aristotle’s logical works in general and
the Categories in particular.

Details regarding the manuscripts used in the edition can be found
in the Arabic Introduction. It is perhaps interesting to add here that
they form two distinct traditions, and that the Feyzullah, Kerman, and
Majles manuscripts give a carefully executed paraphrase of the fuller
text given in the older Diyarbakir manuscript. Paraphrasing Alfarabi’s
writings in this fashion was apparently a normal practice, and one needs
to keep this fact in mind when editing or studying the texts of Alfarabi
of which we possess a single, and sometimes rather late, manuscript or
manuscripts that clearly belong to a single family.

I am happy to acknowledge my thanks to the Oriental Institute
of the University of Chicago, which has contributed substantially
toward my completing the research for this volume and toward its
publication.

Chicago, Ill. 1968 M. M.
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