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vi PREFACE,

and stimulating the cause of Oriental literature at least
among the Orientals, whose conception of life is not
confined to mere material utility but extends to the
ennobling pleasures of the aesthetics in Art and Nature.
Caligraphy is both an art and a science, and is, in reality,
the father of painting, and as such, its claims cannot be,
or at least should not be, so rudely dispensed with or
ignored. An illuminated caligraphic text hung upon the
wall in shape of a picture or painting from the Koranic
or Biblical writings often draws a negligent soul much
closer to the moral teaching inculeated in it than all the
lessons and instructions one may attempt to impress upon
it by seriptural reading or recitation.

This difference in the action upon a man’s mind can
only be accounted for by the ennobling and abiding effect
such caligraphic paintings has upon one’s soul. [ need not
further elaborate upon this subject, sufficient will it be for

our purpose if Orientalists can enter into my heart and
sentiment and see the necessity of the inauguration of a
school of Caligraphy where this noble art and science

could be taught and diffused. Millions of pounds are
being spent in portrait, scenic and other paintings, and
I do not see why Caligraphy should not assert its claims
upon our heart and attention which it so rightly demands
and so richly deserves.

M. HipaveEr HUSAIN,

Lecturer in Arabic and Persian,
11th April, 1910, Presidency College, Calcutla.
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as the ‘‘ Seven-penned’ caligrapher. He was born and
brought up at Dihli. He was well versed in Persian and
had a fair knowledge of Arabic. Most of his poetical
compositions are in the Persian language, but he has left a
few fine pieces in the Urdu language as well. In his latter
days he went from Dihli to Lucknow, which had replaced
the former town in learning owing to the downfall of the
Moghul Empire. Here he completed his medical educa-
tion according to the Unani system under Mirza Muham-
mad ‘Ishq. He died at Lucknow about A.H. 1239, AD
1823, :

Although there exist altogether three printed books on
this art, but they do not deal with Indian artists at any
l_ength. The first is Imtihan al-Fudala by Mirza Sanglakh
Irani and was published in Tehran in AH. 1291 (A.D.
1874). In this book only 34 caligraphers who were much
reputed are mentioned : its style is so abstruse that it is
difficult to be understood by a foreigner. The second is
Khatt-u-Khattatan by I;I:llﬁ.hMlif?endi in the Turkish
language. It was published in Constantinople in A.H.
1306 (A.D. 1888). The third is in the French language and
is called Les Calligrapheres et les Miniaturistes by Cl. Huart,
It is based upon Miftah al-Khutut—a work by Rida ‘Ali
Shah Qadiri. which was written in India inv.‘\,H'. 1249
(A.D. 1833), As Rida ‘Ali had for his ground-work the
aforesaid book in the Turkish language, the names of many
noted ‘Indians were naturally left out. .

I have added an introduction in the Persian language
which may serve to make this volume intervsting. It
contains four chapters :—

(1) On the origin of the Arabic characters.

(2) On the origin and creation of the different charac-

ters of the ancient Persians.

PREFACE.

(3) Diacritical points and letters used in [slam.
(4) A short history of caligraphy.
In the original manuseript the time when these cali-
graphers flourished is mostly left out. I have tried my
best to remove this defect by adding footnotes in which
the dates of the period to which they belonged are given.

It may not be generally known that caligraphy and
caligraphers were much appreciated and respected in the
Moghul court, Many of these Emperors were themselves
good caligraphers and would always entertain and en-
courage these literary artists and their art. Emperor
Shah Jahan was himself a good caligrapher and had in his
court in the person of ‘Abd ar-Rashid Dailami, one of the
most eminent caligraphers of the time. This Emperor had
such a high esteem for an old caligrapher Mir ‘Imad
al-Husain al-Qazvini that whoever presented the king with
any of his genuine caligraphic productions, even if it was
only a quatrain, the Emperc r’é}sed to confer upon him the
title of Centurion (Man$absyak Sadi) with all the material
privileges attaching the above office.

One may argue against caligraphy on the plea of the
cheaper, larger and the general utility of the Printing
Press, but it must be always borne in mind that the
difference between Caligraphy and Type-printing is as vast
as that between the personal voice of the singer and his
recorded voice in a phonogram. The singer in person
inspires and creates a more sublime admiration for the
aesthetic beauty of music than all his recorded sounds the
phonograph can produce, No body would deny that for all
practical purposes for the general diffusion of literature the
art of printing has become indispensable in the present age,
but everybody must equally admit that Caligraphy or Ortho-

painting does its own share of duty in spreading abroad




PREFACE.

Among all other gifts of knowledge that man has been
endowed with, the art of writing is, in itself, a noble
science, and beautiful writing or caligraphy, which in the
past contributed greatly not only in diffusing but in per-
petuating the Oriental languages, is the noblest of arts to
which we are indebted for our present knowledge of the
past.

But it is a regrettable fact indeed that the Semitic cali-
graphy which is both a science and art combined in itself,
is getting extinct, and the history, nay even the names of
the celebrated caligraphers, are fast vanishing away together
with the art, Caligraphy itself, apart from the beauty and
richness of the Arabic and Persian literature, played no
mean part in the diffusion and advancement of these
languages among the rich and the learned of the olden
times, and it would be a pity indeed to consign into obli-
vion and obscurity the names and history of those who
inspired and propagated this noble art.

It will thus be evident that we owe a debt for which
we must remain eternally under an obligation to the past
masters of this art, some of whom, although of Indian
birth, surpassed even their foreign masters. It is this
sense of gratitude to the old caligraphers that has
actuated me to undertake to edit this little volume in order
to perpetuate the names of the old caligraphers. Readers

may also find this little volume a book of ready refer-

ence upon the subject,
The author of this book was Mawlana Ghulam Muham-
mad whose poetical name was Raqim. He is better known




- - - = i T T S ST
= oT OF BOOKS FOR 32

AT THE Hsm‘ OF THE
Asiatic Sociery oF BeENnGaL, |
No. nv.'rm.g'ram. CALCUTTA, ,, i

B s | BIBLIOTHECA INDICA:

CoLLECTION OF pRIENI'AL Works

&
Uy

Tha Bociety's Agents—

Mr. BERNARD QUARITCH, 11, Grajton Streat, New Bond Btrest, Lonion, WJ
AND Mw. OTTO HARRASSOWITZ, BookseLLER, Leipsig, Germany,

i ]

Gomplate copies of those works marked with an asterisk ® cannot be supplisd—som |

q}'tb!-!'ami'kﬁrm ‘stock, POBLISHED WY THE
BIBLIOTHECA INDICA. ASIATIC SOCIETY OF BENGAL.
&mﬂm‘t aﬂ‘l’l’. New Serres, No. 1233.
$Adwaita Brahma siddui, l';m. %‘i_%{l{_ﬂ{ ach X Ba L aiw :
dvaitachintd Kaustubha, Faso. 1-3 @ /10/ esch ] Se i | iy = e R
*Agui Parina, Faso. 6-14'@ /10 each | . B T TN SHNAVISAN
Aitaréya Bralimana, Vol. 1, Fanmo, 1-5; “Vol. 11, Fase, 1-5; Vol, 1 UL 1 :\DIII\IR“\ I I_E_H_U b_HN‘
Ai_m, Faso, 1-5, Vol. IV, Faso, 1-8 @ /10/ each ihe 1: # i OF
tareyalocana B e - - o & € o 2 T ; AVI
®Aun Bhiishya, Faso. 2.5 @ /10/ each - eyl 2 2 MAWLANA GHULAM MUHAMMAD DIHLAVI
Aphorisms of Sandilyn (English), Fuso, 1 @ 1/ e e X \X 5 .
fmwpﬂjﬁﬁwtﬂﬁfﬁ.@fw:m-: 5 -11; 13; ST = SNES
Arvans pl!\l!lllﬂ, Bm g ¥ each e e £ . i
- Atmatattvavivekn, Fasc, T 3 g ) w8 Sl Wi AMJ
A rare e Buy e m’dmﬁbqh ) Yol LM Ay, vl S 7 =———— =
vad pal ins. an et ‘ol. I, Fasc 4 .
RAETIRE ol R
ilam Bhatti, Vo ) 2ase, 1-2, Vol. IT, Faso. 1, . 'f10/ each wee
Baudhiyana Srauta Sitra Ml*:%ﬂl. II, Ml-oﬂ’ @ [10/each 3 ]2
*Bhimati, Fase. 48 @ /10/ each = i il e
Bhitta Dipiki, Vol. I, Fase. 1.6 Vol I = 51, @ /10/ sach e 4 8
Baudhymmnngnba A == s o 0
Brahwa Sitra, Faso. 1 @ /10/ each - LD §0
Brhaddevata, Fase, [-4 (@ /10/ each e i ER2 8
Brhaddharma Parana, Fase, 1-6 @ /10/ each o wp 10 12
Bodhicaryavatirva of Qintideva, Faso. 1-5 @ {10/ each s 3
Ori Cantinatha Charita, Fase. 1.2 .., ps o T | 4
Ontadisani, Fase. 1-2 @ /10/ ench oy & v 1 4
Catulogne of Sanskrit Books and MSS8,, ;ln 14 @ 2/ each Lo B 0
Ontapntha Brihmaga, Vol. I, Fase. 1-7; Vol, . Faso. 1-5 Vol i
11, Fase. 1-7; Vol. V, Faso. 1-4 @ /10] ensh w14 6
Ditto Yol. V1, Fasc. 1-3; Vol VIT, Fase. 1.3 @ 1/4/each 8 o
Ditto Vol. VII, Fasc. 1-3'@ [10/ L0, 1 14
Oatasibineriki-prajfiipiramita, Purt I, Pase. 1-18 @ /10/ ench AL 2
*Caturvargy Chint@magi, Vol. II, Faso. 1-25; Vol. III, Part I, s s tLGRE
Fase. 1-18, Part IT, Fasc. 1-10; Vol. IV, Fase, 1-6 @ /10/ each ., 36 14 ITED WIIH PREFACES, NOTES AND I :
Ditto Vol. IV, Faso. 7-8, @ lfyeaeh we Y, . w1 4 BT
- Ditto  Vol. IV, Faso. 8-9'@ /10 3w 4 TRT FHHAIN.
Dlokavartika, (Enilxuh], Faso, 1-7 @ 1/4/ each w, e M. HIDAYE J53 k= st
*Jrantn Sitra of Apastamba, Faso, 12-17 @ 10/ ench .. R 12 'n Arabic and Persian, Presidency College, Oalcutta.
Ditto Qinkhiyans, Vol I, Fase, 1-7; Vol. IT, Fage. 1-4; Lecturer in Arabic ar b
Vol. ITI, Fasc. 1~4; Vol. 4, Fase 1@ /10/ ench = - 10 U
Qri Bhashyam, Faso. 1-8 @ /10/ ench B A ¥
Diinn. Krig& Kanmndi, Fase. 1-2 @ [10/ each .., P | 4 CALCUTTA -
Gadadhara Paddhati Kilasira, Vol. 1, Fage. 1-T @ /10/ each i 8 - e T
Ditto: .  Aoarasirs, Vol. IT, Fasc. 1-4. S 3 PRINTED AT THE BAPTIST MISSION PRESS,
Gobhiliya Gehya Sibra, Vol, I, @ (10] eash ... 4] w B 2 AXD FUBLISEED BV THE
" Ditto Vol. IT, Fase. 1-2 @ 1/4 feach o '8 - <o e L o
. itto (Appendix) Gobhila Parisista e e 2 0 ASIATIC SOCIETY, H7, PARK STREET.
= P Bifm kv Grihya Sangraha e i we 010 1910.
- Haralata ., - . AR T
" - Karmaprediph, Fasc. 1 it o | 4
.. & Kala Viveka, Faso. 1.7 @ [10/ each % . iy & 8
.« Kitantea, Fasoe, li‘-f @'fl?_f ;sml;‘ &% ﬁ. e o 1; 2 !
~Kathi 8a  (Bnglish) Fase, 1. @ 1/4/ o - i
'K&tmm;:fl“nsu‘ 3-9 @ /10/ each et & €
Lalita-Vistars, (English) Fasc. 1-3 @ 1/- each we 8 o
Madana Pirijita, Fage 1-11 (@ 10/ ench i S a0 14|

“llni.h’l\lruu.nﬂﬂimdcn‘a Val. T Waes 1.0 = TV Wauoam

en
le
he
or-
to

he




B







	02-02522-00001
	02-02522-00002
	02-02522-00003
	02-02522-00004
	02-02522-00005
	02-02522-00006
	02-02522-00007
	02-02522-00008
	02-02522-00009
	02-02522-00010
	02-02522-00011
	02-02522-00012
	02-02522-00013
	02-02522-00014
	02-02522-00015
	02-02522-00016
	02-02522-00017
	02-02522-00018
	02-02522-00019
	02-02522-00020
	02-02522-00021
	02-02522-00022
	02-02522-00023
	02-02522-00024
	02-02522-00025
	02-02522-00026
	02-02522-00027
	02-02522-00028
	02-02522-00029
	02-02522-00030
	02-02522-00031
	02-02522-00032
	02-02522-00033
	02-02522-00034
	02-02522-00035
	02-02522-00036
	02-02522-00037
	02-02522-00038
	02-02522-00039
	02-02522-00040
	02-02522-00041
	02-02522-00042
	02-02522-00043
	02-02522-00044
	02-02522-00045
	02-02522-00046
	02-02522-00047
	02-02522-00048
	02-02522-00049
	02-02522-00050
	02-02522-00051
	02-02522-00052
	02-02522-00053
	02-02522-00054
	02-02522-00055
	02-02522-00056
	02-02522-00057
	02-02522-00058
	02-02522-00059
	02-02522-00060
	02-02522-00061
	02-02522-00062
	02-02522-00063
	02-02522-00064
	02-02522-00065
	02-02522-00066
	02-02522-00067
	02-02522-00068
	02-02522-00069
	02-02522-00070
	02-02522-00071
	02-02522-00072
	02-02522-00073
	02-02522-00074
	02-02522-00075
	02-02522-00076
	02-02522-00077
	02-02522-00078
	02-02522-00079
	02-02522-00080
	02-02522-00081
	02-02522-00082
	02-02522-00083
	02-02522-00084
	02-02522-00085
	02-02522-00086
	02-02522-00087
	02-02522-00088
	02-02522-00089
	02-02522-00090
	02-02522-00091
	02-02522-00092
	02-02522-00093

