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Pardhi-Dilkeusha = 21. - -
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Bazm-i-Taimiriyya: 86.
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Dalpat-Khwiija : 43,

Diinishmand Khin: 17.

Dara Shikith-Mubmmad, Prince*
4; 6: 11; 17, 19; 23; 51; 52-54
56; 68; 74; 76; 78, 81: 9k
97.

Daulatabad: 2.

Daulat-i-Bidar : 17.

‘Dayil: 67.

Debi Das: 35.

Deccan : 1-6.

Delbi: 5-7; 67; 77; Bl.

Dev Dat: 24,

Dharm Das:

Dharmat: 6.

36; 37-

Dilli-ka-Dabiston-i-Sha‘iri s 118.

Dipalpur: 6.
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Islamic Culture, Hyderabad, April, 1945, April, 1966.
Ma‘arif, Azamgarh, Vol. 90, No. 1.
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Chahar Chaman-i-Bralman : Photostat copy of the MS.

preserved in the Riza Library, Rampur.

Munslat-i-Brahman R.: Photostat copy of the MS. of the-

above Library.
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vizi: 11; 22; 26: 34; 44; 46547,  “Ashiqi: 4.
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Agra: 6; 7; 16-19; 25; 27; 32. Avna Vilasa: 81.

123




‘ S R= B e e =3

120 CHANDRABHAN BRAHMAN
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AT _ (Holden)
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Library,
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(Ross-Browne)
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Azad-Mir Ghulam ‘Alf Bilgirami: Khizina-i-* Amira,
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‘Abdulla-Dr. Sayyid: ;lsI.L.’riyyrit-i-1*’;3,:'33'-;:1.-%-H:’nda’t_.r.m-i’.'a-
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Dilli-ka- N
avinlA:LDabma""ﬂqlui‘iri.' I am, therefo :
g that Brahman ever con-rpo’sed in Tl;i,daverse e
.

This brings me to a

e » another very importa i '

i :;;Z:(:.es{?nho-n here, beforep; coiil[::)dltl: . ‘;ﬁ.lel;

e 1H1‘ng_1n India during the Mug.hal rule

e indi words in their compositions. But

s i Him?i Ic; nhote that inspite of his being 'well

s s, » Drahman has scrupulously avoided use
rds in his verses; so much so that ien :1:8

whole of his Diwa
laj wwan, he has used only one Hindi word
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in support of his contention:
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Brahman and Urdu:

hman used to compose

According to Pandit Kaifi, Bra
d the following ghazal

o W Y S e sl et oS (S) 4 gl Ve
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- .

S Gl S G St (S
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J.‘it*;_,ag.nas_,a'c..a,-ﬁ_,n&f&

Pandit Kaifi fuarther opines that this is the oldest
ghazal, so far traced, in Urdu poetry.’ However, I, very
humbly submit that he has based his conclusion on mere
surmise. There is no adequate internal or external evi-
dence to deduce that Brahman composed verses in Urdu
t0o. If he did, he would have gladly made & mention of
it somewhere in his writings. The authenticity of the
statement made by Panditji has been doubted by several
writers including Farhatulla DBeg and the author of

1_ Kaifiyya, pp. 24-25.
2 Ibid., p. 59.
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Masnaiwis :

Brahman has composed several brief didactic masna®s
on his favourite themes like Prayer; A Heart Surging
with Divine Love; Erring Adolescence; Praise of Pen and
Poesy; Eulogy of Shah Jahan; Moon Light and Effulgence
of Dawn; Warning Against Lust; Transitory nature of the
World ete. Generally there is not much substance in these
poems but they are full of vigour and ardour and i
them the pen of the poet is more brisk than in the ghazals:

Commonly the masnawis are not found in the MSS.
of the Diwwan. These were, however, lithographed in the
Nawal Kishore Press, Lucknow. Mr. Sunnami has also
published them along with the Dwuwan, after consulting &
MS. entitled Masnawi-i-Haft Bajir. The MS. was transcribed
in 1093/1681, hardly twenty vears after the demise of the
poet. It was preserved in the erstwhile darbar of Kapurthalﬂr-'
Some of the masnawis of Brahman are quoted below :

1 Sunnami, pp. 11-12.
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What can the farseeing intellect do against preco-
cious love,

With sun light, what need there be of lamp!

DL.:;: ] L“)“JJ s -ﬁb r)'
o) p cukis o culind) S
Be not impudent in this frail world,
For, a straw cannot withstand a storm,

Al W sl 3 5 e sl
al e Ol et ks S
A capricious one cannot be trues to love,
A straw can hardly protect a flame,

Quatrains :

- Brahman, like all other poets, has composed ruba‘is
also, which, as a rule, speak of Spiritual Love, Divine
Decree, futility of ambition ete. Some of these quatrains
have an under-current of lyricism running through them,
and are full of vigour and fervour. In them, as Maulana
Hasrat Mohani has rightly observed, we trace the influence
of Khayyam. The following quatrains of Brahman illus-
trate these points:

f’l}L‘l‘ ‘lLs ..J-h.:v JpJ L
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At the very thouzht of your sweet ruby lips,
One gets satiated, renouncing the fountain of Kausar,

J[_"J\b Jll JJA l.‘li- JD'I '
P R CL....,:-:,,

In the eyes of the prudent, an artless person,
Is like the sutumn tree bereft of fruit.

Here are some examples of Husn-i-ta'lil:

LN ‘5,(‘.5 Sy c.5 e 5l ws
The image of tha curls and twists of your locks is

haunting our minds,
Our talk, likewiss, is incoherent and rambling.

Looganl 2y ean O Jad o)
When the elouds rain, the garden blossoms,

So is the lustre of our face on account of the raining
tears.

: N8 el ke B I 5 2 e 3
S I CR NP <

From lips to bosom I am full of griefl and on acmu'at-
of shortness of breath,
The afflicted heart is precluded from wailing. -

CHANDRABHAN BRAHMAN
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Sinece my eyes are surging with love,
The ark of the heaven is engulfed in my btears.

{':;l“'."'!J'.Jgﬁ“‘ rf-\' ‘.a_)blsic&fv—cfls-&.—:

We have extremely cheerful disposition,
Consequently, like rose, we are distracted.

The following are the examples of misaliyya—aptness
of illustration—a favourite figure with Kalim and Sa'ib:

asls La 50 ij Jo! Ol —JJ _“.'J
b g o o B b oS, e
The ruby lips of benuties are sure remedy for our pain,
Surely, the clourful wine cheers up the morose mind.
J.o'\’- OaB ) Saem u\fw :.{3) 3 ;...J‘ by
Saaadi t.,:'lf 9 &S u..(:‘ ;....] s Wil

The lustre and charm of the world are of no consequence,
He who runs after mirage is bound to remain thirsty.

i gl G ok (Kl s i i S
1 never cast a glance at the caveass of the world,"
The royal faleon does not need a fly's wing,

I  An allusion to the famous saying of the Prophet Mubammad :
¥ LI 5 P2 Ll

The world is a carrion and its lovers are dog:.
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poetical setiology—a figure in which the poet assigns fanci-
ful reason for the description of a.person or a thing.
While going through the ghazals of Bra,hma.h., the
reader is at once impressed by the poet’s novel similes,
metaphors and fanciful reasons for deécribing persons Or
t.hing_s. They all point out to Brahman’s genius for using
such figures in a masterly manner. Read for example, the

following verses for suggestive “similés and meaningful
metaphors:

, by ety dr S e il

Lol S g el 5 )7 K
Though, like bud we are silent,

Our tongue is all melody like nightingale.

&L)Ja Sy 8 aL S .JL.S qa}
L"‘ “'fg o) & il als O

The vain, disdainful persons are
Like grain under the old mill-stone (the sky).

ﬁul'-uy-u,_,- s il 3 09

Hsis bnmns',hed, like Lhc door-rmg, from the fraternity
of the tipsy ones,

Who is sober in the regime of your tipsy narcissus
eyes.

Sl o - -5 A
o) JL-—'; s c.ni) Al \b

Like the nightingale round hyacinth,
My heart is entangled in the locks of the beloved. - ©
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My tiny tears never fall on the soil,
Like wave, they are wedded to the sea (tearful eyes).

N T
s fla e by, Y

The lover, like rose-petals, suffers wound in the bosom,
Like the tulip, he is not famed in love through scars.

955 s\ Sl ge wl &d 2 ).
al S5 S o aley b

Every moment I must rend new garment,
Like the crescent, I must have new collar (garment)

every night.

bS5 oK i mb
oSN S o AT oon
Do not look at her stature! Beware!
It is a flame, high and lofty.

gt b (S ol g Jib

O IRPINE L I S E S
To my tiny tears, during nights of separation,
The practice of scattering pearls on the page of face
is a pleasure,

e Sy gom S5 p> Ny S
mux u:'l...ﬂ ‘c;\; I ‘,.'{uJ ‘J‘
The farm of the world hag the soil of animosity,
A barren soil does not germinate seed of amity.
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e gy G 0y 5 (K2 Jib
asp o a0l Ko ed oL

My tiny tears, through the night, playfully,
String liverpieces (bloodtears) to the eyelashes.

; Hraf s o g
e 85 55 b s 3 L) '

Last night we lighted the lamp with (the oil of) tears,
But alas! None knew of the oil (blood).

Gsr Jb OVl 4y cened g ep
S Al S RS ge e p g G

The assembly is without candle (the beloved). else,
Every hair on my body will rush at it (to be
consumed) like moth.

L2 Opr 35 e oS e Jls
s Sl gl el

The image of the henuty displayed like the sun,
And broke the vamity of the dark might of separation.

J‘) .\.)“ﬂ b & A:..-(:' ‘Jb r)‘.‘lv

e Nyt el 55y e Oy

I have an afflicted heart, “which in the fire of
separation, ' : dioe
Burns like hair with a hundred curls and twists,
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(2 a2 S cig S ol
ce>se B b S a2 &b ol

The hidden {lame in my bosom,

Grew so lofty that it burnt the very heart of the sun.'

,‘c__t;‘-;ﬂﬁdgc,n:b\f
S T

I have a heart which in the fire of love,
The more it is agitated the more tranquil it becomes.

sl oS R i 5 aSou 32 9 o0 ,Jg 5

When her rosy cheeks sweated,
My wet eyes shed rose-water.

» K ooy g iy e OV es

N oo 55 s S e
Brahman has a tip of the hair of your lock,
It is long enough to go through a long life.

Last night I dreamt of the besuby (of the beloved),
And lo! Till dawn I enjoyed (the effulgence of) the sun.

Maulana Shibli has rightly pointed® out that what
people call mazmin afrini—novelty of topics—is no more
than a new simile, a novel metaphor or husn-i-ta'lil—

1 of. Pafs:

Saos el 51 o 0, &ﬁ'a‘-'-ft- !
al 5 A5 3 ag0 e S5
2  Shibli, 111, p. 218.
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e i TR Na sl o 4 e gl
3,505 ;.‘I 'c;.il,c,..__‘@,;._irLa_.J. - -

I cannot brook the obligation of the old Magi..
The cup filled with liver-blood has a taste of its own.

f &5 O s a0 S b Ol

:-".lz o U'*-'T 3ol g

~ “'In the 1and where evhr_v morn the cup is filled with
blood, ] : ]
Keap more gay and s'pright‘. than the sun.
F‘S QL-" )‘j,) ~L:lj£-.-a :,.A_:; L-
S g 53 dLJ -_)L.T 2y J.? J.(.‘.‘ dor b
. O Brahman! We take lightly the vicissitudes of time!

« - The wmore difficult a fask the more easy it is.!

.These verses-awaken us to stark, realities of life and
equip us with courage and determination to face them
squarely. They are not ‘the product of the heat of the
moment but rather the crystallization of the experience
after the experience is past’,

Erotic;

Not that Brahman's poetry is purely didactic.
Lyrical poetry is and should be primarily erotic and his
verses are full of lyrical fervour, vigour and poignancy.
Read the following verses for example :

e o ol dls WJls i

.,L“z;‘_'; A r‘.‘) u:.....‘ “J_ f’ 19 o;[:i

~ We cannot escape the locks ;;nd mole (of the beloved),

Our path is strewn with snare and lure. g
1 OCf. Ghalib; Tt .
S oLl § 4o uy e Ly
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The ruby lips of the beauties are sure remedy for
our pain,
Surely, the colourful wine cheers up the morose

mind.

B [PV S W PP RIS (PSR 0

In order to lay hold on the locks of the beloved,
The heart is more distracted than the zephyr.

o o35 00 e ¢35 s > S
Al Gy S Sl oy 00

If I bow down my head in meditation of your beauty,
The sun shines forth through (the slit of) my collar.

Olger s> 5 4 Jl> o2 r’.zg
A ril"'-*! L slow 35,

Your image resided in my eyes for a night,
And lo! They are shedding suns, instead of tears. on
my skirt.

T st ) :'le? PE :-:“JL‘"“
Al ua‘ﬂ 9 t...ib J_-'SJ- J;.\‘S A

He who reposes in the ringlet of your locks,
Cares.a straw for the vicissitudes of time.

gie @il obaal 1ol f‘f

w3 Qlopd gy et 3535 S

Fy! If through the ordeal of love,
You sesk remedy for the pangs of love.
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ISL, 3 L;}:' “){ -\-—\...l'_" 4 ad O
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R Magnanimous man is not idle on the Path of Seareb
Though a straw, he challenges evan a mountain.

KR - .:Jf,_ g o, L&

J‘.JT ‘r);a JS‘ f:._; :ﬂ_: tJ,’.' &‘“’

The dust of attachment does not settle on them —
= Noble souls are light-winged as zephyr.

. &})ngxﬁlow-&fb
PEANE R N A PP QU

Wa are the hirds of Sidra', O Brahman! On the Path
We do not run after opulence.

2 wﬁ‘gmﬁ‘.'g“‘!‘?‘.c‘
‘-“w;;::-]ﬁr\-twg

May the garden of magnanimity blossom !

Though having parched lips, Brahman broke the cup
at the fountain of Kawusar?,

= -

1 The Lote-tree in the seventh
h
of angel Gabriel. saven, supposed to be the abod®

2 Cf. Igbal:
o gl 2 0 S W a8
i ; 9= =2 Ui 4 Olpe g |
Ghalib says: ‘ = g

o3 O @8 3 b Sl s
. lr WG ae O B1 e S
3 A river in paradise.
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b ol e 23 5 5 g5

3
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atter, let sublimity prevail,

Absence of pelf does not m
gkirt

Eyes shedding tears and pearls rolling on the
are baest.

et o255 o g o g2 D
oS o ¢

L.Jl:if ‘J'G 3 o 8D h,-" O h'“i
one for my needs,

I do not suffer obligation of any
tears and the

I am content with the water of my
pancake of the sun. g

] o 2p 085 25 S
«:-F‘,‘ o) l.‘) ‘."_‘qu 9 o J‘ J U—;

He does not bow down before the re
Who reposes on the bed of straws and chaff on

the road.

volving dome

Loy & 28 oy ge S
Do not be aggrieved of privation O Brahman! On the

Path of Submission
People discard opulence af the very outset.

D JLs e3gul I3 295 b 3
o 65 Joi e b e ol

Contented heart does not give in,
This kingdomn is won by the sword of endorance.
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ge, vfnhke many f)ther poets, does not mince matter or pracs
i8¢ jugglery or imposture. Verses flow from his pen as cool
and cl-e?.r water from a mountain spring. Whether he speaks
of spiritual or temporal love; of Divine Decree or Path
of Search; of transitoriness of the world or frailty of
human fmbure; of futility of ambition or contentment
:.:g puni‘;y of heart; of tyranny of time or endeavour
pee :::;:i.?;n til;ed .graceful ease of his expression haunts

4 BB:‘mg ?rima.rily a lyricist, subjectivity is the essence
e ra dma.n s poetry. Flegant and polished diction, gent'%rﬂ'l
and natural expression are the hall-marks of his lyrics-

Individuality :

: ’Ithe graceful ease of Brahman's styie has given him
a distinct individuality of his own as against the labour-
ed and affected style of the most of his contemporaries.
The Bt;udy of Brahman's poetry and that of his fellow-
pf)ets, 18 & study in contrast. He is more sensitive, more
sincere and more himself than many of them. His,verses
are the voice of his own mind. His own way of think-
ing s.n'd expressing, his gentle tone and temperament, his
clga.rmmg simplicity and his skill of versiﬁcation’ his
love of truth and frankness, his spontaneity and sinc;rihy
of utt-eranc'es, the scintillating harmony of matter and
form in his verses, the use of particular words and
phr?.sea, his mystical leanings and above all his fellow
f(?el-wg, a._ll contribute in unfolding his personality and
giving him a unique individuality. It was this very
de1d1.19.1ity of Brahman that impressed and inspired
the writer of these lines to work on Brahman and his::

1
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Writings. There may. be depth of ideas or subtlety of
thought in his poetry; he may handle. the didactic
and the erotic themes in a masterly manner, but what I
admire most, in him, is ‘the outrush of personality’.
Once he starts reading Brahman, no modern reader can
escape the grip of the charm of the poeb and his equally

¢harming poetry.

A Didactic Poet:

Like Sa‘di, who seems to have influenced him im-
mensely, Brahman is essentially a didactic poet. The
sensaal element is conspicuously absent in his odes. He
talks of contentment, figr, magnanimity, humility, repen=
tence, forbearance and many other qualities of human
conduct, but nowhere does he assume the tone or the role
of a preacher or a sermoniser. Tven when he speaks on
the same topios again and again, his verses do not appear
stale ‘or become boring. The ideas are clothed in a new
garb and the verses appear fresh and inspiring. 1 should
illustrate these points by citing examples :

r_.ﬂ)l'a;._'.r\.l ’w :G:u \a
L e sl e sy oS

We have faith in the magnanimity of men of gight,
To us the Universe is insignificant.

(O] .3‘}1'-(-3)»')!- d_f .Ai\,:.' l‘)
B Ty B R Z R P o

None can fetter a sublime soul,
Truly, none can fetter breeze.
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According to Sarkhush, Nasir ‘Ali of Sarhind was

very much impressed by the inventive genius of Brahman.
Says Sarkhush :

b‘,’-cﬂ‘c:b-?g)) :)") a* ‘lﬁft Cj'l:....a”

€e = » lJJIwL—"_Sj‘ a)U G‘”J("Lﬂ" (o‘p):)
(iv) Shaliq in his Gul-i-Ra‘na® says:
.C!‘,id-g_,.;mioin-iiu.;.: g s L. on

e .oic,l_\ifru
“(Brahman) is the Conch-blower of the idol temple of
poetry and reciter of Veda in the idol house of this art.”

(v) In a letter t» Brahman, Mulla Munir of Liahore—the
celebrated stylist of his day—callk him Sahban®
and -Hus-san* of his time and terms hin; as
Malikush-Shu'‘ara’

Most of the opinions cited above are stereotyped and
hardly give any critical insight into the poetic art of
Brahman. Many biographers have not thought it worthwhile
to include him in their works. This indifference whether
calculated or otherwise, is deplorable. But there are excep-
tions. Sa'ib, the great master of Persian lyric and a contem-
porary of Brahman, has paid the most glowing tribute to
Bmhma_.n'-s _poetry by including some selected verses in

1 Tok ffm;d-l"u;aldl quoted by Sinn&mi, p. 5.

2 p8
3 DBslonged to the tribs of Wail in Arabia and was noted for his
eloquence,

4 THus-sin of Babit of Arabia noted for his elegant poetry. He

wrote laudatory verses in praise of the Prophet Muliammad.
S5 Gul-i-Ea'na, p. 91.
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bis famous baydz—a personal anthology of Persian verses.'
Lucki!y, most of the modern writers have realised the
injustice done to Brahman, and have paid compliments
%0 his literary and poetical achievements by placing him
On par with his celebrated contemporaries. Thus Manlana
Hasrat Mohani has talked very highly of our poet's verses
in o series of articles published in his erstwhile famous
Journal Urdi-i-Mu'alla

Dr. ‘Abdulla says that Brahman is one of the best
Hindu poets of India and though he is commonly considered
as g second rate poet, in reality, his verses, in charm and
elegance, equal those of the good poets of Shah Jahan’s
reign.?

Mr. Mohammed Ikram says that if the verses of
Brahman were to be compared with those of Ghani and
Salim and other celebrated poets of his time, they would
be found, in no way, inferior to theirs’

The most striking feature of Brahman's ghazal is
graceful simplicity. Wordsworth, held that the common
language of common men was best suited to express the
passions which find vent in poetry.* As in life so in
poetry, Brahmwan speaks the language of common men.
He does not indulge in staggering hyperbole or re-
sounding similes. We read verse after verse and do not
falter for want of clarity, precision or cohesion on the park
of the poet. Subtle ideas are expressed in simple and grace-
ful style. Iiven when he expresses mystical pantheistic ideas,

1 Adabiyyat, p. 82. Islamic Culture, April, 1945, p. 119,
2 - Adabiyyat, p. 8l

3  Armaghan-i-Pak, p. 5.

4  This Modern Poetry, p. 24.
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with the remark: ‘your present thrown at your face!" The
whole story, to say the least, appears to be a perfect fabri-
cation. It 13 nowhere corroborated by any of Brahman's
contemporary biographers. Salih does not mention anything
of the sort. Even Lodi, who is fond of concocting imagi-
nary stories, is silent on this point. Sarkhash too does not
seem to be aware of the incident.

Brahman's. ghazals, as a rule, consist of only five
couplets and this led Maulana Hasrat Mohani to infer
that Brabhman must have made a selection of his verses
while compiling his Diwan? However, we come across
some ghazals which cousist of more than five couplets and
those are mostly composed in praise of Shah Jahan and
may be termed as gasidas. But the inference, that Brahman
made a selection of his werses, does not appear tenable
when we see that Brahman, by temperament, preferred
brevity both in prose and poetry and that in all proba-
bility he made it a rule to compose ghazals consisting of
five or six eouplets only. This fact is further corroborated
by his letters which were written much earlier than the
compilation of the Dwwan and which invariably contained
his freshly composed ghazals. Had he made a selection
of his verses, the ghazals of the letters would have contained
more couplets than the usual number. Anyhow it is
gratifying to note that the result of restricting the number
of couplets to five is wonderfully pleasing.

The Diwan appears to have been compiled by Brahman
after his retirement, as many of the ghazals composed
during that period are included in it. This is further

1 Adabayyat, p. 82; Islamic Culture, April, 1945, p. 119.
2 Sunnami, p. 141.
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confirmed by a remark made at thé end of the antographed

MS. of the Diwan saying that it was compiled during-
‘the reign of Aurangzib’:

.1«.01:.- abl .,:ﬂ\o o'l.::l._ el ap
Critical Appreciation of Brahman’s Lyrics :

Before I attempt to give a critical appreciation of the
lyrics of Brahman, it is worthwhile noting the opinions
expressed by “various biographers and critics about Brah-
man’s poetry.

(i) Salih says:

-.Ji') ot U"K: o' QUEJLJ ’JUJJ J’,'- ’JA:' J,’; “ o ok
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« and like his verses (Brahman) leads a life perfectly
simple and unaffected. His pen is very elegant and his
genius extremely adroit in this art”.

(i1) Lodi remarks that Dara Shikih was enamoured of
Brahman’s simple and elegant verses.
(i_ii) Sarkhush opines:
s o 42...:-’ Loas ),]m_ A wells ey U"?]”)
((4- PR I:-ig

“(Brahmam) possessed a gifted genius, composed elegant
and lucid verses after the style of classical poets.”

Sunnami, p. 148.

Salily, p. 434.

Mir'at, p. 139. .

Kalimat, p. 18. : L
-

O-hwu:—-
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~ ~As already seen, the letters of the Munsh'it throw.s

good deal of light on the literary and the cultural activities

of the times of Brahman and also show how he never

missed an ‘opportunity of meeting and associating hiniself
with the celebrated poets and scholars of his time.

Even during the life time of Brahman, his Munsh'at

had achieved fame far beyond the frontiers of India and

his writings bad earned distinction even in Iran a.nd
Tura.n as he himself puts it:

O‘Jﬁ 3 Ol » asls gl olnity ra_'ti) o 8@
4:-\3 ,..(L- g 2 .:;L'..-;J.:n u\.ﬂ I \_,‘JLL 3 AZOL_ L.'JJ'-‘-
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As we have already seen, the Munshat was prescribed
as t.ext-boo.k for the study of the Persian language in
India, during the time of Shafiq. Tt was lithographed at

Lucknow in 1303/1885, but its copies are now extremely
rare.

III. The Diwan

We have seen above that Brahman’s style in Permp.u
prose is of a high order. However, his fame, by far, rests
on his Duwan—the collection of his odes, quatrains and
masnawis. He appears to have enjoyed poetic fame even
durlng his life time. His verses and the specimens of hls
calligraphy in Shikasta style were carried to Iran by Jan
Nisar Khan, an Indian envoy, at the instance of Sa.‘dulla-
Khan and the following two couplets had attained popula-
rity in that land:?

1 Ghahar Chaman, fol. 154.

2 Tohfatul-Fusala as quoted by Sunnimi, p. 145 ‘ ‘
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One should (learn to) live with burning wounds; (o
Ba all fire and emit no smoke. 0

o T s ol (035 sy U —
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IWlth & twinkle life ended; o

"I.‘he journey (of life) was tmvemed m perfect silence. .

That Brahman was conscious of hls poetic fame fo
distant Iran, is also evident from the following verses:

i

W DPPRON Ll s, e Ol

Y RPVPR T R V5 I R PRV S

The mbhtmgala carries fame of India to Irn,
This is' proof positive of Brahman's elegant pen.

B T R I R
sholss K2 gbib oa'0pr s 8 S

India enjoys superiority over Iran,
Inasmuch as the BEmperor (Shih Ja.hl'in) has a
swaet-mngmg parrot like me. b
Accﬂrdmg to the author of Nishtar-i-‘Ishg, Bmhman
once transcribed several copies of his Diwan in a moat
elegant hand deooratm{., the pages artistically. Every copy
of the Diwadn' was bound in a most attractive fashion.
These copies were sent to poets in Iran with a request to
‘make selections of the verses from the Diwadn. The Iranian
poets, however, kept the elegant bindings and decoratep
portions of the folios and sent back the text of the Diwan
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example, for those who love the bombast of the epistolary!
works and belles letters produced and written in India:
-G‘ a._)l.,\....); ‘_g’)‘.': I.S‘ (G p J.)li L“ 3 th..‘:,i'l.. '_g'ln
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S P T ;JLI.;U- &‘)’: 9 r.‘,,‘_z- ‘\:'J’., _C)LD,) J,; Il:-ll“y“j:l:.-.
taP, A “ga e j.,f cj;'u e olal cug_;‘-,{ :.:.ol.u C,)O
ia._); G ‘U't'.'_}‘ﬁ nc:..- saslh bls; 3 e e L;‘Js‘ S wg
J‘}J) _G’-'m S 08 ola sl ol Sl ),Tr'ﬁ bl o
PR ST AP
, .leewise, in most of the letters addressed to his
re 1].:.1:’85, Bt:ahma.n appears to have adopted a style diff-
rent from his own. These letters are, no doubt, tender and

l.:mmane and at times brilliant and profound. We may trace
in them some influence of the ornate style.

:\' ; Y a * s 1
i 0 where does' Brahman's ren become more profuse,
E:[D ific and elftgn.nt than in the letters addressed to his
Ulo‘:"(}‘)‘;f_)n TE:J Bhan and his brothers Rai Bhan and
1-;:1 an. }m fnther or brother could have written
etters more 1ns v oo e .
structive, more stimulating, more frank,

more affectionate and loving than these. Here is, how he
address his son: :

flosls 0n aat B gl AT AT
.“L‘ O‘G_& r'l.:‘ ::J,; "J:.:g rb }lﬁ- ‘rLJ li.l:.aJ Ja :.153 J,. 4
P Sl s ot Llwll K LK K

s . ; > .
« N :—-3- o> Digy w5 g 4yl 50 A ‘J.”-‘;J[

1  Munshat, G. fol. 16 b,
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In the letters addressed to his brothers, Brahman gives
vent to his sufistic ideas; moralises on the fleeting nature
of the world and the vicissitudes of time; advocates content-
ment; elaborates on the sincerity and purity of heart and
stresses the importance of the company of the virtuous
and the pious. His brothers themselves led a sort of seclu-
ded and retired life and he always refers to them in
endearing terms. Some of the letters are very moving being
full of pathos and are fine examples of his tonching pen.

Many of the letters are addressed to the nobles and the
grandees of the Court with the sole purpose of recommending
his relatives and friends—Hindus and Muslims— who had
fallen on evil days and who were badly and urgently in
need of some help by way of employment. Incidentally, we
come to know that most of these letters were written after
his retirement. In the letter, for example, addressed to one
‘Rija Todermal Ariirda, Brahman pointedly makes a refe-
rance to the fact of his having retired from the active life
of the Court and as such, his relatives and friends deserving
greater attention from others.* In these letters of recomms-
endation, he never fails to mention the ability and compe=
tence of the persons whom he recommends, stressing all
‘the time their relative merits and claims for help.

) Munsh'at, G. fol. 63 b.
2 Ibid., fol, 35.
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ca. Besides being, simple and. brief in their forms of
addresses, the letters are direct and to the point. They
are written in a lucid and-charming sfyle—an open revolt
against the age-old traditional ornate and pedantic style,
originated by Qazi Hamidud-din, encouraged by Was-saf
and Kashifi and so faithfully followed by Abul Fazl,
‘Abdul Baqi Nihawandi and even imitated by Brahman'’s
own contemporaries like ‘Abdul Hamid Lahori, Mulla
Munir, ‘Inayatulla Kambih and Ne‘mat Khan ‘Al
At a time when lucidity was very often misconstrued as
lack of scholorship, merit and even dignity, Brahman
had the courage to adopt such simple style.

Brevity is the keynote of these letters. Brahman rarely
indulges in meaningless rhetoric or circumlocution. The
author of ‘Amal-i-Salip says that Brahman followed the
skyle of Abul Fazl' Nothing can be farther from the
truth. Abul Fazl was a professed rhetorician and his
writings are the model of an ‘unnatural’ style. Several
anthors and critics have branded his style as ‘intolerable’,
‘detestable’, ‘turgid’, ‘obscure’ and even ‘monotonous’. It is
anything but simple and is definitely laboured, affected
and ambitious. But not so Brahman’s. By nature Brah-
man loved simplicity. By temperament he disliked.
verbosity. Elaboration and hyperbole he detested _and::

1 Salik, p. 434. " BRE o
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tasteless bombast he scrupulously avoided. The author of
Tazkira-i- Husaini says :

(I. O AZ:le; )EJL_ O;L- )ll.:..-! LSL"\",' I} uﬂy_bn
Sa..rkhflsh says :

S, anls w ‘_.;)'l;._,:‘ W) Gl »

Lodi has also praised the simple style of Brahman.? Dara
was enamoured, of Brahman's simple and charming style
and the latter served as a munshi of the former for a
long time.

Most of the sentences of Brahman are short, balanced,
pointed and rhymed, and, as some crities have rightly
observed, they remind us of Sa‘di’s Gulistan. For example :

‘,4-;,_:.1\..1'),-‘3'(45)33)333:';,*33) L--'“Jl-.-"". - (V)

oo 3 Re Jesb QI e oy 5o B e p Je ()
“Je g S

_.LJGAA'&:.}.‘.:;J.{LJOU» :'t:;‘.f.u,,-ﬁ(f)

In the Munsh'at too, like Chahar Chaman, Brahman
some-times. indulges in grand phraseology. The letter
addressed to Namdar Khan may be cited here as an

L] H ¥ -, o L]

1 Adabiyyat., p. 76.
2 [Kalimat, p. 18.
3 Mir'at, p. 139,
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his ls.=._ti‘£-ers-~ Be he a king .or a commoner, Brahman adheres
to this principle without distinction. The following are the
common forms of addresses we come across in his letters :

e Olayd B e N (V)

- 0K il :'JL‘- (Y)

meade b e Ol Y, Ol (r)f

- el @l el W (€)

w el Gbe Ol (g, o o)) (0)
—oade @y g Ogd Oluy ek (1)

, CmelsS K, e (V)
-or oole LS (A)

tomeade dde A5 (4)
o o Tyt N (Ve

=or 2 35wl e ), (W)
=i 3 S\a hds ey (IY)

It is astounding to ss6 Brahman addressing even
Emperor Aurangzib with this brief form :

-lk:-ﬂ» l:’l:# ‘J)lﬁ lr:r) t‘.:; i.l:-ﬁl!
That there is charm and refreshing candour in these

forms cannot be gainsaid and the modern mind is ak
once attracted by these simple and homely forms.

At times Brahman does not use any form of address
but begins his letter directly with a verse or a prayer.
The letter addressed to Bahadur Khan, for example

1 Munsh'at, R. fol. 251.
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begins without any form'. [Many a time, a letter begir.ls
with a verse and the algab comes later’. At times 1%
begins with a vivid description of nature—a dark or a
stormy night or a beautiful mooenlit night :

J'S ul;l:..‘.a ;'.J.!: Qe ._{h 45 ola 290 ypin L‘l‘r?:' 3‘ U;‘:»

v
sly 9 OLL ) Py s ile 5 ey Mo s oy OB 537 s 5
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q....l‘ u:.;_‘-,; ._-_-_,,'_,Jpj u...:‘@ ')1 Y ‘_g; .f‘il _-,l'l:] ')1 '_?.'-n
4

R . A

f“l‘ ‘3“.:!); 1_, L__:. UJ—‘I 3 L:-___..‘. sL. ‘,.3)\':'— g‘..:- *_....'....'un
u\lLﬂAa (..fl_c__.-.:-t):J) Jl.g i:-;) 33)’1 ‘l'@ :‘L l&:....v‘ )Kn-.) &]}.'.n
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Inspite of the fact that Brabhman was profoundly
influenced by Islamic learning and literature and had
imbibed the best elements of Islamic culture, he cons-
tantly displays his proclivities towards his own faith.
He is never tired of referring to himself in his letters
as a ‘sincere Brahman’, a '‘Zumnar-dar’, a ‘follower of
correct faith' ete. The following are the common phrases
we come across in his letters with which Brahman
refers to himself.

Munsh'at, {ol. 176.

Ihid., fol. 44 a.

Chahnr Chaman, foll. 128-29,
Munsh'at, R. fol. 331.

Ibid., fol, 338,
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« ' Zecording to Rieu, Brahman dedicated this work to
tl_x_% Em“p'e‘ror Shah Jahan'. The author of Bazm-i-Taimii-
riyya® without quoting his source says that Brahman
cfimpletéd the work some time when he was sent on &
?.lylomatic mission to Udaipur (1065/1654-55) and presented
11.'.| to” the Emperor at Sarhind on the Nawriz festival.

| Mun.sje'dt‘»i-Bmkmaﬂ >

The Munsl'at is a collection of Brahman's letters.
These letters have quite a range of variety as they are
m%dressed to persons belonging to almost all walks of life—
klongs, ministers, nobles, generals, statesmen, poets, savants,
ir:c‘euds. relatives—irrespective of their caste, creed and
religion. In these lotters Brahman reveals his character and
personality in & most pleasing manner.

: The Munsk’at is divided into five sections, each con-
sisting of letters addressed to a particular class of men.
Th? first section comprises of letters addressed to Emperors
Shah Jahan and Aurangzib; the second section consists of
letters written to mininsters, nobles and the grandees
of ?he Court e.g., Sa‘dulla Khan, Moa‘zzam Khan, Ja‘far
Khan® and others. The third section cosists of letters ad-
dressed to the outstanding contemporary poets and men of
letters and learning e.g. Miran Sayyid Jalal; Shaikh Mirak;
Shaikh Quth; Aqa Rashid, Mir *Abdul Karim; Mulla Munir*
and others. The fourth section comprises of letters address-
ed to Rajas, Rayan and Raizadagin like Raja Raghiinath;
Sagarmal; Raja Todermal Arurd; Bindraban Das a.nc";
1 Rieu, p. 398 a.

2 p. 209.
3 Munsh'at, R, fol. 254.
4 Ibid., fol. 289.

J

WORKS OF BRAHMAN 87

others! The fifth section consists of letters addressed to
Brahman's relatives, friends and pupils.? :

In almost all these letters, Brahman records his freshly
composed ghazals inviting critical appreciation of his poetry.
(A good letter is a good companion in seclusion and
solitude. It is often described as ‘nisf mulagat'—partial
m’ée.laing'-?-of'a. distant friend in absentia. Brahman believed
that making sincere communications and reading loving
letters, is like enjoying, spiritual conversation, as he writes
in one of his letters. : oy '

S5 ,@5-‘;* (1) Qs ) KK login 339>
PRy AP Jl"” A )

Only a casual reading of his letters will convince the
reader that Brahman ha radbered to his adage and has
made his letters a refreshing spiritual conmunication
and a bliss of solitude,

The most striking feature of these letters is the use of
brief and short forms of addresses. Abul Fazl and his followers
have invariably used long and elaborate forms in their
letters, some of which run for several lines. There is hardly
an epithet in the Persian vocabulary which they have
gpared in' their correéspondence. But Brahman has revolt-
ed against this tendency. The immortal Ghalib is known
for his brief, charming and novel forms of addresses in
his letters, But what Ghalib did in the first half of the
19th Century, Brahman practised two centuries before.
He is astonishingly brie f in addressing the recipients of
1 Ibid., fol. 306,

2 Ibid, fol. 322.
3 Munsh'at, G. fol. 73. Jges Al
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to prove that Brahman is more a litterateur than a histo-
rian. In the Fourth Chaman, for example, Brahman gives
vent to his sufistic and moral ideas and dilates on the
creation and reality of man and soul; the value of repen-
tance and reliance on God; the virtues of sincerity and
detachment; the path of search and the thirst for Truth.
The themes being closer to his heart, Brahman has done
full justice to them. Here he talks of the value of time
and making the best of the opportunity.

AR

3 B Je 6 sl f‘lﬁ 2w el inE o
2o 35S K o gt 238 ey g ee - o) )
G spate o] o <238 G 4 w5 Ju s e 1y WS
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Here he talks on reliance on Ged:
Sy
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The Chahdar Chaman has enjoyed considerable fame
and popularity amongst the Persian knowing readers and
biographers, both during the life time of its author as
well as in the later period of the Mughal rule in India.
Lacechmi Narayan Shafiq that time the
Chahar Chaman and the Munsh’at-i-Braliman were included
in the curricalum of Persian studies as text-books'. Sir
J. N. ‘Sarkar, Dr. B, R. and several other
historians have availed themselves of the Chahar Chaman
as sources, in their historical works. Lodi praises the
work and its lucid style’. Mulla Qausi eulogising the
work says that it has a unique feature of its own :

Yot Kus e 3 55

£AYVS in his

Saksena

Ok 2 il O"-’Jl’%'

1 Gul-i-Ra‘na, p. 12.
2 Lodi, p. 139,
3 Adabiyyat., p. 56.
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¢ Brahman’s fame tests chiéfly on his Chahar chamdn,
Munsl’at and the Diwan, his other works being extremely
rare and almost extinct. I, therefore, propose to deal only
with the above works in detail here. %

-

I Chakar Chaman': 4 B
According to Rien the work appears to have been
written shortly after, 1057/1647, as the restitution of Balkh
;sb Nazr Muhammed Khan which t.oo_k place at that date is
mentioned as a recent transaction.? It is divided into four
Chamans. The first containg desoriptions of various festivals
at the Royal Court with Brahman's verses as recited by
himself on these occasions, ‘Incidentally, it gives some
accounts ‘of the achievements of various ministers of Shah

1 Sa; tiaécripbion of MSS,
2 Rieu, p. 838 b.

&

J

}

WORKS' OF BRAHMAN |3

<Jahan, who came in succession and their utterances regaxd-
ing the sterling qualities of a minister as well as a king.

The second Chaman contains prolix deseriptions of
the daily occupations of Shah Jahan, of his exalted quali-
ties and of the splendours of his court,' his new capital

Shahjahanabad and the principal cities and Siubas of the
Empire.

The Third Chaman contains brief biography of the
author and some letters, mostly found in the Munsh'at.

The Fourth Chaman deals with the moral, ethical
and mystical thonghts of the author. :

‘Although the Chahar Chaman comes under the form
of insha its historical value, none the less, is significant.
In his dispatches from Udaipur, where he was sent on &
diplomatic mission, Brahman has given a graphic account
of- the entire event, from the beginning to the end. Here,
he has recorded the smallest detail of the eventful mission,
describing the climate, the people and the fruits and vegeta-
bles grown in that region. Moreover he has observed faith-
fully, the essential requirements of a good chronicler and
has recorded the events truthfully, withput prejudice and
partiality, avoiding sectarian bitterness or religious bigotry.

The style of the author is, as usual, simple and grace-
ful, though occasionally he indulges in grand phraseology.
But such isolated examples, besides proving him as a success-
ful imitator of ornate style, reveal his command over the
language. The well-knit sentences, the chaeice of refinied and
elegant words, the homely similes and metaphors, ; all _go

1 In the present copy of the MS.,, !‘.hié Iportion is

given at the end
of the fourth Chaman. g -



S P L Ty

ST AT

.

ey i -

et il § ik

ek 4 I

CHAPTER 1V

WORKS OF BRAHMAN

In the preface to his Munsl’at, Brahman enumerates

his works as follows :

L. Persian Dwwan, consisting of ghazals, ruba‘is. and

Masnawis.
2. Guldasta.

8. Chahar Chaman.

4. Tubfatul-Wuzara, (Mr. Beale, Dr. ‘Abdulla, Dr. Iqbﬁ-l
Husain and Mr. Sunnami write Tulfatul-Anwar,
while Dr. Kthe, Prof. Shaikh ‘Abdul Qadir and the
MS. copies of the Munsh'at of Riza library, Rampur,
and Maulana Ghaznawi, give Tulfatul-wuzara).

5. Karnama. (Dr. ‘Abdulla writes Nigarnama, which
appzars to be incorrect).

Tulfatul-Fusaha.

7. Majma‘ul-Fugara. (Dr. Abdulla gives Majmi'atul-
Fugara).

To this list we may add :

8.  Munsh’at-i-Brahman.

9. Ruq'at-i-Brahman'; and

1 A copy of the MS. is preserved in the Pir Muhammad Shabh
Library, Ahmedabad,

80
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10: - Insha'-i-Haft Guishan'; all comprising of Brahman's
letters.

Brahman is credited to have translated the Sanskrit
work Atma Vilisa of Shankricharya, into Persian under
the title of Nazuk Khiyalat’. But this appears to be
incorrect’.

Brahman also translated, from Hindi into Persian,
the famous religious discourse that took place between
Dara and the Hindu ascetic Baba Ll Das, at the
residence of Brahman, and named it Mukalimat-i-Dara
Shikith-wa-Baba Lal*. The original work in Hindi is
known as Goshti Baba Lal Dayal®. An Urdu translation
of “this work entitled -Asrar-i-Ma‘rifat was published by
BPiwan Maya Das of Lahore and another with Persian
text entitled Shua'-i-Ma'rifat was published by Munshi
Bulaki Das of Delhi in 1814/1896°. This Persian treatise
1s also known as Makhzan-i-Nikat or Nadirun-Nikat’. The
Persian translation by Brahman has been appreciated by
several scholars as he has acquitted himself creditably of
the task®. Here are some of the questions and answers as
quoted by Dr. ‘Abidi’, from the Persian translation.

A copy of the MS. is praserved in the Library of Gujarat
Vidya Sabh#, Ahmadabad.
Adabiyyat, p. 75.
Islamic Culture, Aprily, 1966, p. 95.
Majma‘ul-Bahrain, p. 24.
Islamic Culture, April, 1966, (p. 94.
Majma-"ul-Balrain, p. 25. f.n-; Dara Shikoh, p, 242.
Islamac Oulture, Apail, 1966, p. 94.
Tnd., April, 1945, p. 119.
Ibid., April, 1966, p. 94.
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Presuming that Brahman first entered the service of
Mir ‘Abdul Karim approximately at the age of twenty, he
could have been sixty at the time of retirement.

In the third and the most important letter referred
to above, Brahman gives a detailed description of the
Majlis-i-Maulid beld at the Mausoleum of Jahingir on

the night of the Tth of Ziga'd in the sixth year of
Auranzib’s accession.

Thus it will be seen that Brahman did not retire
immediately after Dara’s execution but continued to serve
the Mughal Court, albeit not actively, for at least five years
after the event. In fact, it is very doubtful if Brahman
at all retired to Benares, as nowhere in his writings he
has mentioned this fact. Since many of the letters included
in the Munsi’at were written after his retirement at
Lahore, it appears that in all probability, he remained
in his beloved home city up to his last. My conclusion
is also corroborated by a letter addressed to one Bhagwati

“Das, wherein Brahman mentions that he has attained

the age of fifty and intends to visit the holy city of
Benares.! That Brahman entertained a pious hope of visi-
ting the holy city is certain, yet whether he succeeded in

translating his desire into practice and ultimately settled
at Benares, is extremely doubtful.

Brahman's Demise :

The date of Brahman's demise is equally obscure and
the task of determining the exact date becomes extremely
difficult due to paucity of authentic evidence. Most of the
biographers have concluded the date on mere surmises,

: - |
1 Munsk'at, R. fol. 313. A
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resulting in self-contradictions. The author of Mir’atul-
Khiyal' gives 1073/1662-63 as the year of Brahman’s
demise. The author of Tazkira-i-Husaini; Beale; Rieu; Dr.
‘Abdulla and others hold the same view; while the author
of Mir'at-i-Jahan-numa fixes the year 1068/1657-58.* Rieu
(under Additions and Corrections) and Brelvi confirm this
date.

But both the dates of Brahman’s demise given above
are obviosuly incorrect. We have already seen that Brahman
wrote a letter to Aurangzib in the sixth year of the
Emperor’s accession, which period corresponds to 1075/1664.
This means that Brahman was alive at least till that
year i.e. beyond 1068/1657-58 or 1073/1662-63.

1. 'pi 140.
2 Cal. Ind. OF., p. 859.
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- Brahman was a monotheist and believed in the Unity
of God: i

VPR I IO PSR
st (b Ko oemn el U

“The wine of monotheism is trying, O Brahman !

Inexperienced, vou nre tipay with one cup only."

<d) by LIS e 5] S
e el G sy KT gy
“Whosever came to this transitory world will depart;

He Who is Eternal and Everlasting is only One."

Retirement :

' As usual there appears to be a lot of confusion among
}3‘13 biographers regarding - Brahman's retirement to seclu-
sion from the Mughal Court. Lodi in his usual non-chalant
manner writes that after the execution of Dara, (September
1659), Brahman resigned from his post and retired to
Benares." The authors of Tazkira-i-Husaini? and Nishtar-i-
‘Ishg® have ‘blindly . followed T.odi. Beale;* Rieu;® Prof.
Bhaikh® and Dr. ‘Abdulla’ hold the same view. These scho-
lars too, seem to have relied wholly on T.odi's statement
without any serious effort on their part to verify its
correctness. Only if they had read some of the letters of

Mir'at, p. 140.
Sunntma, p. 133.
Adabiyyat, p. 73.
Beale, p. 76.

p. 398 a. i
Cat. Bom. Uni., p. 186.

Adabwyynt, p. 73. ! : ! !
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'Brahman included in the Munsh’at they would have realised
the serious error of making Brahman retire immediately
after the death of the poet’s patron.

In the beginning of the Munsh’at there are some letters
addressed to Shah Jahan and Aurangzib; the last three
(sixth, seventh and eighth), being addressed to the latter.'
'In the sixth letter, Brahman congratulates Aurangzib on
his accession to the throne at Delhi (1069/1658). In the
.seventh letter, Brahman informs the Emperor of his
(retirement from active life as well as [rom the onerous
,duties of the state because of advanced age and because
of his pious duty of looking after the mausoleum of
.Jahangir at Lahore. Brahman administered the property
jattached to the mausoleuwm with his usual sincerity and
ydevotion and appears to have been satisfied with his new
rassignment as is evident from a letter addressed to one
«Shaikh Qutbi, wherein he mentions that he is discharg-
ng his duties with sincerity and honesty, combining
|efficiency with tranquillity and is praying for the wel-
yfare of the world-conquering monarch Aurangzib?®

Brahman appears to have retired after serving various

‘noblemen and the Mughal Court for forty years, as is
ievident from the following verse: -

| FLA 55 R ,Lb'— alal 4 -

Ju s o) o AL 4y ‘J: 3,3 C)l;
One night, by the grace of Almighty Lord,

Repentence (retirement) cured my aggrieved heart,
el ~after forty years,

1 Munsh'at, R. foll, 244; 251-52.
2 Ikd., R. fol. 301.
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“...though externally he wears zunnar, he is free from

infidelity, and though outwardly he isa Hindu, in reality

he breathes of (professes) Islam......"”
‘}nd thus some biographers have taken the remark
lﬁem-lly, o mean that Brahman followed the Muslim faith.
Not;hmg can be farther from the truth. Salih merely wanted
to impress upon his readers that inspite of the fact thab
I‘Bmhman was a Hindu, he was very much impressed and
m:ﬂuenced by the teachings of Tslam and that he kept his
mind open to the teachings of all the great religions of

the world. Earlier, §alih describes Brahman as ‘the Idolater

of the Temple of Poetry’ :
2
l....cﬂ‘oﬁwtuﬁwx“-’-“

:he hmeba.phor being peculiar and conforming to Brahman's
aith.

. Nowhere in his writings, Brahman ever showed the
slightest trace or tendency of being a follower of Islam.
In fact, his entire life, besides his writings, is a total

negation of the above interpretation. Like his patron Dara.

Shikiah who was accused, in his Iater days, of renouncing
his faith in favour of Hinduism, Brahman too appears.
to have been a victim of similar ealumny.

There is ample proof, if proof is at all needed, to-
show that he was out and out a Hindu, and that he was-
1 ' Salih, p. 434.
2 Ibid.
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very proud of his religious faith. In the preface to the
third Chaman, he clearly says that ‘he is a Brahman of
the Punjab’:

P SR P KT <« P £\ [ PR,
In his verses too he unequivocally speaks of his
religious faith:
FOR SR TS 1 SRR -
O S W R

If need be of any mark of Brahman's faith,
Sandal-paste on his fore-head and zwmnar round his
neck are prool positive.
Here are some more verses:

Gy 0 3 Sa o s (A2
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That Brahman was influenced by the teachings of all
the great religions of the world is evident from his writings.
He talks of i~ $u1—“The True Creator’; b s ¢l 5 s S
— ‘thought of the resurrection, submission and resignation
to the will of God’; ose IV 4, Jm=—"' winning pleasure
of The Incomparable Creator ’ ete.; and these thoughts and
beliefs are almost identical in all the great religions of the
world.

1 Chahar Chaman, fol. 98.
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'I‘Era‘ﬂrst and ‘foremost prindiple of ‘$ifi doctrine is self—i_‘
purification and purging the heart from worldly attith’
m:ent. Look in your own heast”, ‘says thé gifi, “for the
Klngf.iom of God is withiii“you™ ‘T'hus ‘the "heart of a
mystic reflects all divine qualities. To achieve this, the
1;’1?3-!?3 must be free from hatred, malice and hypocrisy. i
E 4 '_.'. YO i 1" NIV U [ U} 1Y o'
Brahman did possess the heart of a suft pure and
free from hypoerisy and he is concious of it: '
- S . & e L ¢ oA ta
O t.:.\’a ole (OL‘-SJJ,‘S ‘ G
ey sy Wbl gL s
We tippers .ﬁl"a pura-ha-:;.:ll'hml,‘ Oh ]|3mhmanl

In our cup, thers iz no trace of dissimulation. .

Again he says:

L L 4 e did i | ) il
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We are purcheaitsd #iifis, Oh Biafiman
There is.no trickery of time in our creed.
Prayers play wonders only when' they comé' 'from a
pure and sincere heart :

g
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Seek purity of heart; Oh Brahman!- Becguse on the
2 path of _I}ova: y i F
"7 Prayers, without ity have wmo efficacy even with a = W
‘hundred tongues. = - _ . Lo s
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i . Brahman .was. a. true Brahman. and followed the
tenets of his réli'gion very faithfully, up to his last. He
constantly refers himself as a devout Hindu and makes
pointed reference to his zunmar—the sacred thread—in
almost all his letters. Phrases like ‘zunnar wearing Brah-
man’; ‘applying sandal paste of devotion on the forehead’;
“wearing sacred thread of sincerity round the neck’ ete.,
clearly show his strong proclivities towards his own faith.
But inspite of being a staunch follower of Hindu faith,
he never showed any sign of bigotry or narrow-minded-
ness towards other religions. Like a true Brahman, he
possessed a liberal and pure heart, free from malice and
he was proud of this quality of a Brahman:

4> ;_j\.pm't.-.‘»,ru_(u 5 e
Hep Dby e S

Oh Brahman ! Purity of heart is best of all;
But none equals the Brahmans in purity.

In a letter to one Bahadur Khan, he proudly writes
that wishing well and praying for the welfare of others
is the peculiar quality of a Brahman of pure heart and
correct faith' It was because of his liberal-mindedness
in religion that he had imbibed the spirit of tolerance
and good will towards other religions and creeds and
that had made him true lover of mankind.

Besides his own religion, Brahman was also deeply
influenced by the practical philosophy and teachings of
Islam. Perhaps it was because of this influence of Islamic

‘teachings and philosophy that made Salih declare that :

1 Munsh'at, G. fol. 17.
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!mm the world. .Under the circumstances “keeping engaged
in wor?dly .a.ﬁalrs while attaching the heart to the friends,
displaying the splendour of Unity in diversity and not

ing negligent of the End from the very beginnig, is the
best conduct..... '”

_I.n another lettar, he defines the mystical journey of
8 salik—a Wayfarer—in the following terms :

“The wayfarer reaches the stage of Love only when

he has traversed many a trying stage. The first stage

is forgetting ones self and the difficulties of other

stages can be imagined from the first one......2"
?n another letter he defines grace. The essence of grace
is ?be effort in knowing Truth and knowing one's Self.
This will be like considering the drop equal to ‘Oman
and the atom equal to the sun; nay it will be like effa-

eing and annihilating the Self and realising the eternal
essence of the Almighty Lord’®

. In his verses too, Brahman fervently sings of God’s
Unity and displays his pantheistic leanings :

\&—:ﬁ:‘ilﬁc—t,ﬂtd-,ﬁu&h
Tl RO P PR W

The Builder of the House, the Tavern and the Temple
is One;

There are myriad Houses, but the Master is: One.
. A A g (S o s il e g
o o gl we 4S L
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1 Chakar Chaman, fol. 139.
2 Ihid., fol. 328.
3 Munsh'ai, R. fol. 325.
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You are omnipresent, but in.their own way
The Shaikh seeks you in Ka'ba, and the Brahman
in temple. i

The function of a true mystic, in the words of William
Blake, is:

“To see a world in a grain of sand,

And a heaven in a wild flower,

Hold infinity in the palm of your hand,

And eternity in an heur.”
Therefore, to find God one need not go to temple or
mosque :

G gy 3 R e g b 1S
el Sl i o 03 i S e
The Shaikh and the Brahman seek You in mosque

and temple;
I wonder what mystery lies behind this curtain.

The religion of the mystic is the religion of Love and
on the path of Love, religion has mo place:

A5 9 o ‘_;.(...'S Spa bt
& 9 u.u - 5 U.'.‘.-S I} ui..‘..p
There is no strife of rosary or zumnar here;
Love demands complete renunciation of religion and
creed.

The manifestations of God are anywhere and everywhere;
only it requires a seeing eye to enjoy Divine Beauty :

ot U?L’-L?MJQ', ol Gl
St gk sy 1S st s

Without the part we cannot reach the whole, and every
atom of the Universe emanates from the Whole:
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~mystic 'd_nd led & life of peace and contentment. Brahman
«also seems to have been influenced in his sufistic doctrines
'iby. Dard Shikih, who was a great admirer of sifis and
saints. ; - ‘
‘0 'The sufistic tendencies began to assert themselves
“onthe poet's mind from the very beginning of his youth.
dn a letter to his son he writes that during the days
~of his youth the desire of free thinking was very strong
?Jin’ him and that he kept himself wakeful and vigilant
“in deep’ meditation; some times ran to the desert unaware
ffand came back to the city parplexed, without getting
peace in either way. The fragrance of a flower caused
‘frenzy and the warbling of a nightingale agitated his
."_mind. Wherever he found any trace of a hermit, a re-
“cluse or a darwish of the Path, he would hastén there

“in a frenzy and would glance from a distance and if he

found room, would sit in a corner; else would content him-
“self with a mere glance and be happy.'

~ We come across Brahman’s sufistic utterances and
smoral’ precepts in almost all his writings and more so
“dn the Iletters addressed to his relatives. For example, he
7begins a letter to his brother with the following prayer :
N

A

“May you be blessed with a wise heart, a sdeing eye,
& hearing ear and a robust body....." !

He then proceeds to define each of these qualities thus.:
“Porfection of wisdom is to traverse the ups and
~downs of life with the stafl of the far-seeing reason
and to confess inability and deficiency inspite of the all-

knowing intellect; by seeing eyes is meant seeing the
outward existence of the world with the eye of faith -

~

1 Munsh'at, R. foll. 346-47.
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and not be shaken by the insinuation of this embelli-: -}
shed bride (world); and the hearing ear is that which
listens intently to the counsels of the alders and thar e
wise and acts upon them; and a robust body is needed

becauss good health dnd an active brain ure means -

of working wonders...... L

Likewise, in a letter to his brether he prays for the
share of enjoyment of life and proceeds to define pleasuré
in these words: . '

“Though sensual pleasures are more agreeable than
gpiritual ones to the vulgar, it is just tha reverse in
case of the consecrated band. It relishies spiritual
pleasures more than the material ones......*" AR Y |

Like a true mystic, Brahman' does not renounece thd
world, but follows the golden dictum of living in' the
world yet out of it: ' ai s

A i = Ay i |
S b Ol 5 oK s Sl Ol o :
Be in the world but be free from it.

And where is this seclusion to be found ? In this very
crowded world :

‘J: J:" c_-_.-ﬂ.l! y:)_;.slj) J Ju:lll.ll Cj.‘l:;’lr
il L'-.T . ulb 01:0)2 L.ll) I.a).

Solitude is in the very midst of multitude;

A wise man remains aloof even in the populousiworld.

Therefore although he advises his son.to keep aloof from
the world, he admits that since thelz chain of creation is
wholly dependent on the means of attathmént, it is nos
within our power to escape or sever relations completely
' I

i

1 Munsh'at, R. fol. 327. b1 -
2 Iixd., fol. 328. . 4 £
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X 'would like to conclude this topic with & charming
-description of Brahman's character and personality as
given by Salih, the famons historian of Shah Jahan's
court and a companion ‘of Brahman. In my humble
opinion no higher tribute could have been paid to

g:la.hman's character by any of his contemporaries, Says
Salih :

“He (Brahman) reposes in the safety house of peace
with all. Ha possesses an amiable disposition and is
% pléasant conversationalist, He is an Idolater of
the Temple of Poetry and the Cleanser of the thres-
.hold of this exalted Art. He is talented and highly
imaginative. At the time of reciting fluent verses,
tears flow from his eyss. Ho gives lustre to postry
with fearful eyes and constantly keeps eyelashes web
and breathes of pangs of love....und like his vorses
leads a life of perfect simplicity and ease.!

Brahman's Love of Sbiljts and Sadhiis:

From the very beginning Brahman seems to have
developed a strong affinity ‘towards sifis, sadhis and saints,
whom he revered and held in deep vemeration. That is
why he is never tired of invoking their blessings and
extolling their gracious commpany. To him they are the
source of strength, felicity and peace. According to him
every thing a man achieves in this world is through the
blessings of these godly souls. He had passed years in the
company of such men and he attributes all his noble
qualities and peace loving nature to these pious men.?
It was his firm belief that the best means of sharing the

Salih, p. 434, ' -

1
2 Chahar Chaman, fol. 144. ' £ 1
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pleasures of life and achieving one’s object is the com-
pany of the virtuous, and attentiveness to their words,
and none is happier in this world than those who are
blessed by the company of this class of men.

In Brahman the thirst for search of the eompany of
godly persons ever remained insatiated, and he never
missed the opportunity of meeting and being blessed by
them. In a dispatch from Udaipur, he pointedly makes
a referance to an old recluse of seventy years, who had
taken to seclusion, far from the madding crowd, but
whose peace of mind was disturbed by dissensions and
strifes of the Rana and the Mughal Court. Elsewhere,
he describes his visit to the tomb of saints and gifis at
Delhi and makes a reference to his visit to the tomb of
Amir Khusrau, where he composed an extempore ghazal?
At Sarhind, he met Mulla Azhari, an old poet who was

once patronised by ‘Abdur Rahim Khan-i-Khanan. There

he also met an old sadlhi called Dayal at whose doer
people thronged from far and near?

While on a journey to Thanesar, the first thing
Brahman did on reaching the place, was to visit the
famous ancient temple of Gul Chhatra and other hely
spots. There, he also met Mulla Nisbati, who was a noted
qalander of his time, and a poet of no mean order.*

Brahman as a Mystic:

Brahman had inherited the mind of a mystic from
his father, who, as we have already seen, was himself a

1  Munsh'at, R. fol. 326.
2 Munsh'at, G. fol. 51 b.
3 Ibid, foll. 50 b. 51 a. ;
4 Salih, p. 422. e
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The ryots are like voots and the king a tree;

The tree, my dear, is firm on account of the roots.
Do not seeik prosperify in the land,

Where the ryots are aggrieved by the king.

Shan Jahan's entire rule reflects the strict observance
of this policy of pleasing the masses and Brahman being
& part of that machinery, played his part fully and truly.
He- constantly exhorted his relatives and friends to help
relieve human sufferings and serve the poor and the needy.
All through his life he seems to have been engaged, so to
say, in a sacred mission of rehabilitating the spirits of
tlfe fallen and the downtrodden and in the process, kept
hlsf own soul cheerful and serene. The very thought of
relieving the sufferers gave him inner strength. Thus in
a letter to one of his relatives, he writes :

“This seclnded Brahman has adopted the poliey of

relieving, as far as possible, the sufferings of the

afflicted...... and this yirtuo enjoys high status near
the Almighty Lora.™

F)}{ewme in a letter to ‘Abdun-Nabi Khan, while
fleacn.}nng a flooded village and the pitiable plight of the
inhabitants of that area, Brahman fervently appeals to
the Khan to help relieve the sufferers. On his part, he
invokes the blessings of God on them?. In another letter
he exhorts his friend, one Sehgal, to exert himself in

winning over the hearts of others and showing merey
to the needy.?

If‘ a dispatch from Udaipur, where Brahman was
commissioned on a diplomatic mission,

1 Munsh'at, G. foll. 46 b, 47 .
2 Ivid, fol. 284,
3 Ibid., foll. 316-17.

he specifically
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describes the plight of the niasses after thé Royal army's
“military operations and entreats the Hmperor to do some-
thing urgently for the populace in order, to regain their
¢onfidénce and earn their gratitude'.

In his verses too, Brahmin harps tpon the noble
“virtue of healing the wounded hearts and helping the
downtrodden :

IRETY B S TSI
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" Cast away the cap nflvanit.y on the soil of civility;

Win Iovér afflicted heart and relieve the aggrieved.
Elsev_vheré, emulating Sa'di, he adyises his readers not
to hurt even an ant because .real skill lies not in con-
quering & whole world but in winning over a heart:

b i Y L 2 GJ‘}{r
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We have already scen how Brahman wrote letters

"'c;_f recommendation to the grandeés and the nobles of the

“court to help persons who needed jobs or had lost them
“or had fallen on evil days due to the vicissitudes of tiine;
“and he did all that without any distinction of caste,
creed or religion.

1 Munshat, R. foll. 244-45.
=5
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Im-spite of enjoying freedom like the eypress, he would
place himself under the feet, like verdure:

J9p=a r“‘ bl 4 8 I
f.“’ :_j':‘" = L' 'd: l_)‘_'... J’

He is never tired of addressing himself, out of humility,
as -u'—.‘ St o2 — sincere [Brahman; s> ,» — humble ant;
M @ 5,8 — in-significant atom; o8 w45 — the lowest of
-creatur.es ¢tc. and there is not an iota of dissimulation or
pretension in his words or deeds. He lays his heart bare

before every one, to read it like a book. He would listen
‘even to bitter words without the least discomposure :

ldgu.');.ch‘oﬁws,;‘.gsfj]

Inspite of his dignified status and accomplishments, he
would look upon himself as an insignificant and artless
person, devoid of skill and merif:

25 Oly3 dyeiy s e ) Y
boje gy e (LR o

One should not vainly hoast of skill,
Our skill, Oh Brahman is naught save unskillfulness!

Inspite of his sufistic tendency of remaining aloof
from the world, he was never negligent to his legitimate
-duties as a man. He earned his living by the sweat of
his brow, fed and supported a fairly large family, relatives

and friends with his lawful earnings, but never pursued
opulence or wordly wealth.

I have already mentioned that Brahman possessed a
noble and ‘sober’ character and I have only stated the bare
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fact. He did not touch wine throughout his life, as he
himself says:

al S o 0Ys Gle Bl gea s
O tL_\ Ol a5yl azs S 8 o
O Brahman! The wine of the mystic is the liver-

blood (affliction),

The brim of my cup was never polluted with wine.
Elsewhere he says:

cwd S5 g0 dsl a0 S R LI R

I do not pollute my lip with wine!
My inebriety is from a diffecent wine.

One of the rarest qualities Brahman possessed was
his love for the massess. In an age when personality
cult was very much in vogne, he lived and worked for the
masses and the downtrodden. Wherever he went, his noble
heart felt the pulse of the lowly. Even in the pomp and
pageant of the Mughal Court, Brahman did not lose
sight of the masses whom he looked upon as the very
root and foundation of prosperity and stability of a king-
dom. No government, according to him, could function
successfully and smoothly without the happiness and
tranquillity of the masses. Long before, Sa‘di had sung
the epic of the massess in the following words:

esp Olbe 5 8y O e
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- Moderation was the guiding star of his conduet in
llfe &l?d Brahman observed it very faithfully, exhorting
his friends and relatives to follow this golden path'. He
h&?d a.n.affect._ionate heart and charmed every one with
his loving nature. Sublimity is the echo of a great soul,

says .Longin.us. How beautifully Brahman himself has
described this phase of his sublime nature :

. .

I am (born of) a Brahman of the Hindustan of Love
and have straightened wings on the shoulder of affec-
tion; my very skin and flesh, sinews and fibres are
nurtured by the dainties of the household and
lineage of Love. I have sown the seed of Love of
Spiritual Beauty in the soil of my existence, in such
& way that the harvest of the lworld is not worth a
barley grain compared to the cormear of my magna-
nimity?,”
; Here again Brahman describes, in a nutshell, his

benign nature and gracious character :

“This faithful Brahman, lover of Truth who has
taken lessons of Love at the feet of darwishes and
has st:‘udied the book of Faith and Sincerity...has
established cordial relations with the known and the
unknown; friends and foes; has seen the world of
multiplicity with the eye of unity and never found

a stranger and never acquainted himself with any-
thing but Truth3". ;

Brahman was ever faithful to his profession and
true to su?.lt. Commenting upon the essentials of a munshi
and the importance of gaurding secrets, he writes:

1 Munsh'at, G. foll. 57 and 66.
2 Chahar Chaman, fol. 173.
3 DMunsh’at, R, fol. 360.
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“In guarding secrets, I am) like a bud—silent even
with a hundred tougues, 1 have never carried tales
nor divulged secrets of others, may, wherever and
whenever I learnt a secret, ‘1 forgot it there and
then. In course of my writings and dealings with
people, I have remained true to salt ‘and never given

up virtue and nobility...... e

He valued time and made the best of the opportu-
nities and wanted his son and others too, to emulate his
example. In a letter to his son he writes:

“ Whatever exists in this world is subject to decay
and whosoever has taken abode in this house of des-
truction will hasten towards the Country of Hternity;
therefore one should make the best of the passing
moments and opportunity of this fransitory world
and should utilise one's time so that some good may
acerue from it. As the past does not return and the
future should not be relied upon, the valuablo time
(the present) should be utilised ot an opportune
moment. When I was of vour age, I looked upon
wasting time as sin...... g

Humility and modesty are the mainstay of Brahman's:

character. Inspite of the high status he enjoyed at the
Royal Court and elsewhere, he never showed the slighest
sign of conceit, ego, ostentation, obstinacy or arrogance.

He would rather place himself, like grass, under the feet.

of the passers by :

Mb'f_ﬁ,‘::n:ﬂ.‘),isg,-;f‘l:
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1 Munsh'st, R. foll. 349-50
2 'Chahar Chaman, fol. 138.
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CHAPTER IIIL
LIFE OF BRAHMAN ( Continued)

Character and Personality of Brahman

The writings of Brahman serve as a handy mirror

ifl which one can clearly see the character and persona-
lity of the poet reflected in all their dimension and depth,
therefore, the reader of Brahman is at once impressed
al:l'.d attracted by his fascinating personality. As an affe-
olflm‘mte son, & loving father, a kind brother, a diligent
&fsc!ple, a lovable teacher, a loyal servant, a devoted
diplomat, a connoisseur of art and literature, the minstrel

of the Muse presents a noble and sublime figure in the
galaxy of Persian poets.

o Sty!e is the man and Brahman is a true model of
this troism. There is not g single verse,

ingle phr
= a single phrase

f;entence where he does not put the stamp of his
ar-mable personality. Every word speaks of the author and
his noble and balanced character, breadth of vision and
catholicity of outlook. Both in prose and poetry, he
wielded a facile pen and as in style so in life, Brahman
appears to be hauntingly simple and charmingly candid.
Balih has rightly remarked : “Like his verses, Brahman
leads a life of perfect simplicity and ease'.” Devotion is
the keynote of his character: devotion to duty, devotion

to family and friends, devotion to patrons and poets,.

1 Salik, p. 434.
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devotion to saints and sddhiis and above all, devotion to
God and faith.

One of the most striking features of Brahman’s
character is his observance of Sulli-i-lull — peace with all.
He looked upon every human being as his ‘spiritual

brother and eternal friend.’
1

Ll o P;b o J)'I -c.a-p,u-,ln ‘ﬁ‘lj_ bdml . d % eV

The thought of ugly deed never entered in is mind and
he treated his friends and foes with utmost courtesy and
civility and behaved with perfect sincerity®. He says:

GJL—::-G S u.;b;: Eandy f)"ﬁ ‘Jyg t'-‘l')
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Lead such a life, Oh Brahman, that no dust may
gottle on the mirror of the heart of the guest! (You
may not injure the feelings of others).

Elsewhere he says.

Ol g3 G'l,_- d> r)‘-l.a. cwp by oluls
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What of friends! I look upon foes as friends !
I have endeavoured so much in love that the heart
cannot brook malice.

Again :
el Gar 0 e par b o6
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The ocean of my heart is surging with waves of love,
How can I think of malice towards anyone!

o

Chahar Chaman, fol. 354.

2 Ibid., fol. 144.
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Royal Court. ‘Aqil Khin could not have waited for seven
long years to carry out the Emperor's order.

‘».Simila,rly, Mr. Sunnami says that it was Afzal Khan
who introduced Brahman to the Royal Court'. Later he
says that after the death of Afzal Khan, Brahman him-

self took all the relatives of the Khin to the Court and

presented them including himself before the Emperor?
Both the statements, besides being erroneous, are self

contradictory, and hence do not deserve serious conside-
ration.

Yet another fantastic story seems to have been woven
round Brahman’s first introduction to the Royal Court,
by some of the biographers. It is related that Dara was
once very much impressed by a ghazal of Brahman and
'kook the poet to the Emperor who at that time was
sifting in the bath’. Having obtained Royal permission,
the prince requested Brahman to recite the ghazal before the
Emperor. When Brahman recited the following verse :

P >

el ey B\ ¢ w5
? ha..ve a heart 80 enamourad of infidelity that
inspite of my taking it to Ka'a (ab Mecea),
several times, I brought it haok a (perfect) Brahman.

The Emperor flared up at this affront, but soon Afzal
Kban came out with the following verse of Sa‘di:

1 Sunnami, p. 35.
2 Iind., p. 39.

3 JDwmn-i-Khas or Hall of Private Audience, was popularly known
as Ghusl Khana (Chahar Chaman, fol. 195.) because Akbar's bath
room was adjacent to its site.
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Even if the ass of Christ goes to Mecea,
It remains an ass, all the same, after
ifs return,

a2l 5 oope wl O

However the Emperor drove Brahman out of his presence
and warned the prince to avoid such oddity in fubure.

The whole story appears to be fictitious. In the first
place the verse which Brahman is supposed to bave recited
before the Kmperor, is not to be found in any of the
manuseripts of his Ducan, nor have 1 been able to trace any

of his ghazal written in that metre and rhyme. But even

if it were to be taken for granted that the verse did belong
to Brahman and that he did recite it before the Emperor,
it certainly could not have roused anger or resentment
in Shah Jahan who possessed a heart too noble and too
generous not to have appreciated such talented, lively and
frank poetic expression and who, besides, possessed a high
literary and artistic taste. Dr. ‘Abdulla also doubts the
authenticity of the story'.

l Adabiyy?lt, P ?So
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Bhagwat Gita and some fifty chapters of Upanishads
into Persian'.

l_‘he ghazals and quatrains of Dara are tinged with
sufistic ideas and from the contemporary biographers we
gather that his verses were read and appreciatcd by men

of letters even in his life time. He wrote under the pen
name of Qadiri.

Entry in the Royal Court

On the death of Afzal Khan, Brahman was deprived
of. a loving patron. However, this very event led to
his entry in the Royal Court. After the Khan's death,
‘Aqil Khan, the nephew of the deceased, presented, at the
behest of the Emperor, all the relatives of the deceased
to Shah Jahan®, Along with the relatives, Brahman too
was introduced to the Emperor. He made the best of this
opportunity and composing the following quatrain, wrote in
an elegant shikasta style and presented it to the Emperor :
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A monarch whom both the worlds are submissive,
- Every head bows down before him,

Inasmuch as man acquired excellence in his age,
i Even angels aspire to become man |
The Emperor was very much impressed by the composi-
tion as well as the elegant hand of Brahman and imme-
1 Mayma‘ul-Bahrain, p. 1-14.
2 Chahar Chaman, fol. 11.
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diately appointed him as one of the court chroniclers
and also entrusted him with the work of recording the
personal diary of the Kmperor'. Thus he has recorded
the journeys of Kabul and Kashmir describing the climate,
the shikar expeditions etc., from day to day. The Emperor,
from the very beginning, used to call him o130 gssa —
Persian Inowing Hindu. On festivals and holidays, the
celebrated court poets used to recite their verses and he
too got the opportunity of presenting his quatrains to
the Emperor and used to be suitably rewarded with
gifts etc?

After the death of Sa‘dulla Khan, Brahman was
honoured with the title of Ra?, on the 9th April, 1659
A.DJ? and was promoted to the coveted post of Chief
Secretary and was entrusted with the work of drafting
Royal Farmans®.

According to Rieu, Brahman’s first introduction to
the Royal Court took place in Sarhind on the Nawriz
festival, when Shah Jahan was preparing for the conquest
of Badakhshan in 1055/1645-46°. Rieu, however, does not
mention his source, but all the same his statement does
not appear to be correct. It has been pointed out that
soon after the demise of Afzal Khan in 1048/1638-39, his
relatives along with Brahman were presented to the

1

2 Ibid.
!3 Shah Jahon Nama by Mubammad Waris as quoted by Qﬁnungq.
. p. 148 fn. ' :
4  Chahar Chaman, fol. 108.

5 Rieu, p. 95 b.
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face to the Chaldar Chaman, does Brahman mention the
fact of his being attached to or connected with the service
of Dara. The only passing reference made by Brahman
to the prince, is contained in a letter addressed to one
of his brothers. It appears that there was a practice,
amongst the contemporary poets, to compose Chiragh
namas—Ilamp poems—at the time of lighting lamps, at
dusk, in the Royal Court. Brahman appears to have

written a lamp-poem, extempore, along with other poets,
opening with the following verse :

ooy Oy ar el er g
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In the letter cited above, Brahman relates that the poem

was appreciated by the prince, which was later recited
by Sa‘dulla Khin before the Emperor :
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The Chalar Chaman, we are told was written shortly
after 1057/16472 If so, then it appears that either Brahman
expunged, from his writings, all references to the prince
or the work was completed much later, at least after the
execution of Dara, when, due to political reasons, he did

not think it expedient to talk of Dara or his intimate
relations with his beloved master.

1 Ruga'i-i-Brahman, foll. 26 a; 26 b.
2 Rieu, p. 838 b.
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However, the fact that Brahman served under Dara
cannot be gainsaid. In fact the company of the prince
must have proved most congenial to the genius and the
ternperament of the poet, who must have enjoyed it more
than any one else. *I'ruly Brahman’s association with
Dara was long and variel. He served under the prince
as Boyuatat—Superintendant of household stores and
workshop, accompanied the prince in that capacity to the
expedition of Qandhar in 1064/1653. On the day of the
assault, he was asked by his master to select a site from
where he might witness the battle',

The expedition proved a failure and it was during
his retreat from Qandbar that Dara halted at Lahore
and the famous religious discourse between himself and
the Hindu ascetic Baba Lal Das took place at the house
of Brahman® Soon after, in 1065/1654, at the instance of
Dara, Brahman was commissioned on a diplomatic
mission to Udaipur to bring about a reconciliation bet-
ween the Emperor and the Rana.

Primarily an ardent student of sufism, Dira was a
poet and an author of no mean order. His profound
knowledge of the celebrated works on sufism made him
a genuine sufi. The result of his long and strenuous
study of various religions and mystics of great repute
are embodied in his works like Safinatul-Awliya, Sakinatul-
Awliya, Risala-i-Hag-Numa, Shathiyat or Hasandtul-
‘Arifin, Majma‘ul-Bahrain ete. Dara also translated

1 Dara Shikoh, p. 56, f.n. I
2 Ibid., p. 242,
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pass his time happily in the company of the Khan and
their relations were so close and cordial that the Khan
always fondiy addressed him as son :

._;'ULJ)-J:;’*:.:.T-a Lg.h"))i h.i.‘d...‘.:.a...»
ui....\i:”‘

In a letter to the Khan, recommending one Murari
Das, Brahman entertains great reverence and regard for
the Khan and showers encomiums on him by opening
the letter with the following eulogistic quatrain :

el Yy 8 a8 s
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The lofty and glorified Khan, as he is,

Is the fountainhead of hounty and the source of
benevolenca,

The assemblage of sagacity and attainments,
Is today, (none else but) Ja‘far Khiin,
In the letter Brahman addresses the Khan as ‘true
teacher’ — i s,
When the Khan was promoted as Chief Minister,
in the early days of Aurangzib’s rule, Brahman sent a
leter of congratulation appending a gasida opening with :
‘- - ELPE IS GO IR S G PN

3031? aol caws 3 eal olas _"g’

1  Munsh'at, B. fol. 288,
2 Munsh'at, G. fol. 24 b.
3 Munsh'at, R. foll. 260-61.
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A thousand thanks (to Lord) that the fiscal pen,

Is scattering gems in the hands of Agaf! the second.
On the same occasion, Mirza Si’ib sent the following
verse from Iran, congratulating the Khan:

sl can JJ; .':L_ (JL-PL. ‘) olas I8
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Cherishing the distant ones is real magnanimity,
Else, every tree sheds fruit, at its own feet.
Ja‘far Khian sent five thousand rupees and according to
some, five thousand ashrafis as reward?

6. Prince Muhammad Dara Shikih

The problem of Brahman’s entering the service of
Dara Shikih is very intriguing and enigmatic. Almost
all the biographers are unanimous that Dara was very
much impressed by Brahman’s poetical talent and his
simple and graceful style, both in prose and verse, and
had requested the Emperor to loan his services to him.
He consequently made Brahman his own private secretary.
But on the death of Sa‘dulla Khan (1067/1656), he was
again transferred to the Royal Court. Brahman, however,
is reticent on his entering the service of Dara Shikih.
Salih too is silent on this point.

The Chaliar Chaman contains the accounts of almost
all his patrons or nobles whom Brahman either served
or with whom he was associated in some way or the
other, but nowhere, either in his Chahar Chaman or
Munsl’at or even in his brief autobiogrhphy in the pre~

1 Name of the wise and talented minister of king Solomon. !
2 Khizana, p. 288, Ie : '




48 CHANDRABHAN BRAHMAN

according to him, were beyond description. There are
several letters addressed to Afzal Khan and to others,
wherein he refers to the Khin in the most endearing
terms and acknowledges, at every step, the favours and
éncouragements which he received at the hands of the
patron. In fact he had developed a sorb of filial love
towards his master as he used to address him, in his
letiters, as «dd> 45", It is theaefore extremely surprising
when Mr. Sunnami says that Afzal Khan looked upon
Brahman as an elderly person and guarded Brahman's
life more than the life of his (Khan’s) own father?

Afzal Khin died at Lahore in 1048/1638-39, on 12th
Ramzan, the 12th year of Shah Jahan's accession’.
According to Brahman the following hamistich gives
the chronogram of his death :

PG &S 5w

- He, in his Chahar Chaman, has given a touching
account of the last day’s of the Khan. According to him,
the Emperor Shah Jahin had visited the Khan on his
death bed and had consoled him with kind words®,

4. ‘Allamy Sa'dulla Khan:

. Adter the demise of Afzal Khan, Brahman got
?tifaehad to S,s.j‘dul]_a. Khan, who succeeded as Chief Minis-
ter. He was a wman of letters and learning and was better
known as ‘Allami — the learned — Sa‘dulla Khan, ' on

Chahsr Chaman, fol. 109, = . [ = : i
Sunngimi, p. 34. M1 -« ZIE Lo¥ oy JEAT T

Chakar Chaman, fol. 104. I .2
Ibid., fol. 103. LOL Lo} el el O
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account of his erudition. Accomplished, able and ready-
witted, he is rightly described by Sarkar as the Abul
Fazl of his age'. An interesting and instructing anecdote
is related by Aurangzib regarding the Khan's ready wit.
One day, the Khan held his hands for a long time in
du'd—invocation. Some impudent courtier sarcastically
enquired : “What desire now remains to be fulfilled ?”

“A decent man”, promptly came the reply from the
Khan?.

At the time when the Khan was put in charge of
military operations, Brahman once accompanied him to
the expedition of Balkh, to record, under Royal command,
the events and be in charge of correspondence’,

The letters addressed to Sa'dulla Khian, reveal
Brahman’s regard and reverence towards the former. As
usual, he spent most of his time in the company of the
Khan performing official duties and oceasionally remained
with him from ‘dawn to dusk and dusk to dawn’.

As long as Afzal Khan was alive, Brahman used to
present a ghazal every day, to the Khan for correction,
but on his expiry, Brahman resolved to send his compo-
sitions to Sa‘dulla Khan for correction®. The Khan died
in 1067/1656, of colic.

5. ‘Omdatul-Mulk Ja'far Khan -

Ja‘far Khan, the Chief Minister, was another patron
under whom Brahman seems to have served. He used to

Sarkar, 1, p. 239. ¢
Mogad-dama-i-Ruq‘at-i-* Alamgir, p. 233.
Chahar Chaman, fol. 107.

Iid,

Ibid,, fol. 112,
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his compositions— prose or

" i poetry —to ‘Inayat Khan for cor-
rection.’ It appears that the

i s Khan, who was also brought up
and patronised by Afzal Khan, had promised to introduce

Brahman to Afgal Khan, but could not do so for unknown
reasons and Brahman had to w

tunity at a later stage.

3. Afzal Khan :

ait for a favourable oppor-

Of all the patrons under whom Brahman studied and

served, Mulla Shukralla of Shiray entitled Afzal Khan
stands foremost. Brahman him

tively detailed account of this
clear, howaver, from ‘the accon

self bas given a compara-
worthy patron. Tt is not

: nts, as to when he entered
the service of the Khan. He only mentions that when he

en.terad the Khan’s service the latter treated the former
with extreme kindness and favour?

Afzal Khan who later became Wazir-i-Kull in the
first year of Shah Jahan’s reign, was an able administra-
tor and a man of high literary taste.
his service as a Secretary and it w
that he learnt calligraphy under th
Khan?

As usaal,

Brahman entered
as after this event
e guidance of the

the relations of Brahman with Afzal Khan
were very cordial. Thus according to Brahman, although
expert munshis of elegant hand from Iran, Turan and
Hindustan flocked to the court of the Khan, who showed
them favour without distinetion, he however, treated
Brahman with special favours because of the latter’s

1 Munsh'at, R. foll, 254-55.
2 Chahawr Chaman, fol. 100.
3 Ibid
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sincerity and devotion to the master’. It was because of

this fondness towards the poet that once when Emperor
Shah Jahan arrived at Lahore and visited the Khan, he
introduced Brahman to the Emperor”? The Khan liked
him so much that he had presented him with an elephant
which he rode as he conversed with the Khan, on the
way’. It is however surprising that quoting Gul-i-Ra‘na
Dr. Igbal Husain says that the king (Shah Jahan) had
given a small elephant to Brahman®. The printed copy
of Gul-i-Ra‘na’® clearly mentions the Khan presenting the
elephant :

€oowag ooy bd e 580 O 5L e

Here, in turn, Shafig confuses ‘Agil Khan with Afzal
Khan saying that ‘Aqil Khan had presented the clephant
to Brahman, which is obviously incorrect.

Brahman used to be in the company of Afzal Khan
from ‘morning to midnight’ and the duty of recording
farmans was entrusted to him. The Khan loved to hear
the poet recite his own verses. There used to be musha‘iras
held frequntly at the Khan's place and Brahman not
only took active part in them by reciting his own verses,
but also recorded the entire proceelings with his own

6

pen®.

Brahman is never tired of eulogising the Khan's
virtues and mental as well as moral qualities, which

Chahar Chawman, fol. 101.

Ibid., fol. 102.

Ibid; Munsh'at, R. fol, 325; G. fol. 56b.
Islamic Culture, Vol. XIX, p. 116.

p. 10,

Chahar Chaman, fol. 102,

A b W




44 CHANDRABHAN BRAHMAN

In them he defines the qualities of a good disciple as well
as the status of a teacher. Thus according to Brahman,
the status of a teacher —ustad —is similar to that of a father,
and the teacher is equally responsible for education and
upbringing of children in a worthy manner.! From a
letter to Aminul-Mulk, one of his disciples;* it appears
that he had sent some of his prose and poetic composi-
tions for the benefit of his disciple. His relations with
his disciples were, as usual, extremely cordial and whenever
any one of them failed to write or delayed responding to
his communieations, he used to chide him fondly and
instruct him to write at least twice a year.?

Patrons of Brahman

Brahman had the good fortune of being constantly
in the company of and patronised by the ministers and
the nobles of the Royal Court. In the preface to his
Munsh’at he mentions such dignitaries as Asaf Khan,
Afzal Khan, Islam Khan, Sa‘dulla Khan, Moa‘zzam Khan,
Ja‘far Khan and others, under whom hs had served* and
who had greatly influenced in shaping his character and
personality and under whose able guidance he had developed
and acqunired profound literary taste. In his letters and
other works, he invariably refers, in very eulogistic terms,
to these elite of the court. Besides being able administr-
ators, they were great patrons of letters and learning,
and possessed high literary and poetic taste. It is, there-
fore, interesting to note that he not only 'served under

1 Chahar Chaman, fol, 355.

2 Ibid., fol. 356.

3 Ibid. A1 il

4 Munsh'at, R. fol. 234; G. fol. 1. B
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them in different capacities as munshi, see.reta.ry, or. (.:hr-
onicler, but also presented to them his poetic .cmuposwxops
for appreciation, opinion and even correchion. A brief
account of these patrons of Brahman may not be out of
place here.

1. Muila *Abdul Karwm :

We have already seen earlier that Brahman studied
and later served under Mulla ‘Abdul Karim, \‘who \&"as
a competent and prominent personality of his time. The
Mulla was formerly in charge of buildings at Lahore and
because of his architectural competency and achievements
therein, he was later put in charge of the coustruc;tion
of the Taj, with Mukramat Khan. The Mulla acqult'tsed
himself very creditably of the stupendous task and im-
mortalised himself along with the exquisite and elegant
structure the Taj which was to become, in course of time,
one of the wonders of the world.

Since the Mulla was his teacher and patron, Brahman
always refers to him in most endearing and eulogising
terms and treats him with great respect. The Mulla ha..d b
refined taste for Persian poetry and held poetic musha'‘iras:

at his residence.'

9. ‘Inayat Khan :

Brahman seems to have served under ‘Inayat Khﬁ.z_]-
also, who was then the governor of Lahore. In a ketbezf-
to Asaf Khan, the Commander of the Royal Forces at
Lahore, Brahman says that when he was being educated
and brought up at Lahore, he had resolved 'to\"_.‘_pre:?ené.
1 Munsh'at, G. foll. 528, 52b. W £
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And what is ability ?

“ Ability is not agility, ingenuity, mental alertness
or fluent speech, rather, it is acquisition of good
character.”!

Brahman is never tired of cantioning his son against.
the transitoriness of this world and recommending him
the beauty and tranquillity of the Eternal World. He
constantly advises his son to make the best of the opportu-
nity and leisure afforded by time and fate’. Likewise he

would have his son acquire little knowledge with practice-

rather than abundance of knowledge without deed.
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Like a true mystic, Brahman often puts his son on
gaurd against worldly attachment and advises him to-

observe moderation, to live in the world, yet not be of
it* This, according to him, could be achieved in the
company of the pious and the virtuous.

In order that the son should acquire good moral chara-
cter and amiable personality, he advises him to study

constantly the standard ethical works of Persian, like-

Alkhlag-i-Nagiry, Akhlag-i-Jalali, and Sa‘di’s Gulistan and
Bustan.®

Munsh'at, G. fol. 69 b.
Ibid., fol. 64 a.
Munsh'at, G. fol. 65.
Itwd,, fol 65 b,

Ibid., fol. 66 b.

w bW~
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Being himself a good calligraphist, Brahman insists
that his son should also acquire this art which is a means
of gaining access to the company of the great ones.

His other Relatives :

Brahman had a pretty large family, as he makes &
reference to this fact in his Chaldar Chaman In a letter
to Ja‘'far Khan, he says that he bas a large number of
relatives.

U P R K e g Ly

From the word farzandan we may infer that he had
female issues also, besides his son Tej Bhan. After his
retirement he used to write letters to his friends at the
court and elsewhere, recommending his relatives and friends
for suitable jobs. From these letters we come to know of
his other relatives as well. In a letter to one Kunwar
Bhawani Das, he mentions the name of Khwaja Dalpat,
who is his nephew.? In another letter to ‘Aqil Khan he
mentions the name of Indra Bhan, who was his close
relative and who was well-versed in the art of calligraphy,
specially Shikasta style.}

His Disciples :

Brahman had ssveral disciples who bad either studied
under him or used to present their poetic compositions
to him for correction. The letters adderssed to such dis-
ciples are again full of admonitions and wise counsels.

1 Chahar Chaman, fol. 258.
2 Munsh'at, G. fol. 42 b.

3 Munshat, R. fol.287.
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‘without exception, Brahman’s deep love and affection
towards them. Nowhere he is more eloquent, frank and
free than in these letters. They are mostly of a didactic
nature and reveal the sufistic trends of the poet’s mind.

Inspite of the fact that Brahman’s brothers led &
life of seclusion and contentment, they, at times, fell a
prey to vagaries of human nature and worldly insinua-
tions. Thus, from a letter, it appears that, sometimes the
relations of the two brothers, between themselves, had
become rather strained and Brahman had to entreat one
of his friends to intercede and effect a compromiss'.

Rai Bhan appears to have died earlier than Udai
Bhéan. In a letter addressed to his son, Brahman mourns
the death of Rai Bhan. This letter, like the one, written
on the death of his father, is equally pathetic and shows
‘his intense love and attachment towards his brothers.
At that time, Udai Bhan had become almost an invalid,
presumably because of old age and a reference to this fact
is made by Brahman in this very letter’.

His Son:

Brahman had only one son named Tej Bhan and
“we find a number of letters in his Munsh'at addressed to
him. It is not clear, however, what profession precisely
.Tej Bhan pursued, but one thing is certain that Brahman
took great care in educating and bringing up his only
son, in a most fitbing manner. We have seen how he
discussed the problem of his son’s education with his
brother Udai Bhan. He could not educate his son himself

1 Munsh'at, R. fol. 284, )
2 Munsh'at, G. fol. 67 b. ol - N
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because of his onerous duties and pressing engagements ab
the Royal Court and elsewhere, nor under his own teacher
Mullé *Abdul Karim, because of the Mulla’s seclusion on
account of advanced age'. But Brahman did find in the
person of Mulla ‘Ashiqi’* an equally competent teacher
for his son. He had also proposed the name of Mulla
Khian Muhammad as & tutor to hisson®, and it is proba-
ble that Tej Bhan may have studied under the Mulla.

Of all persons, the fact of the son being nearest his

heart, is evident from the letters of Brahman addressed to

his son. He is noted for his brevity in forms of address-
es in his letters and even Emperor Aurangzib is addressed
briefly. But he departs, from this rule while addressing
his beloved son and his pen becomss prolific and elegant
indulging in a geries of epithets and piling metaphor
upon metaphor. Thess letters provide a fund of information
about Brahman’s own character and personality. In them
we learn more about his piety, sagacity, erudition, elucation,
refinement and loving nature than anywhere else. Here
he describes, how tenderly and fondly a son should be
brought up:

sroile) s olnd iy D) el g ey 53 50
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““A son is like a plant of hope, it should bs kapt
fresh and green with the water of the cloud of kind-
ness and benevolence, in order that it may bear
fruit of hope.”

Munsh'at., G, fol. 53.

Ibid., fol. 54 b,

Rrid., fol. 53.

Ibid., fol. 69 a.
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Occasionally, in the latters addressed to bhis father,

Brahman recorded freshly composed ghazals and the one
beginning with:

asey JLS Sl G0 S

was thus addressed to his father. However the sad demise
of his father came as a shock and stunning blow to
Brahman. The letter addressed to his brother on the sad
occasion, is full of pathos and bears testimony to the
son's intense love and affection towards the father.
Brahman was away from his father touring in some far
off districts and the news of his father’s death reached
him when he was camping at a village called Boria.
When the Emperor (Shah Jahan) heard the news, he

immediately called Brahman in his presence and consoled

him with soothing words'.
His Brothers:

Quoting Gul-i-Ra‘na, Dr. Iqbal Husain says, in the
words of Brahman, “I had three brothers’.” I have before
me the printed copy of Gul-i-Ra'na, wherein under the
notice of Brahman, Shafiq, giving the gist of Brahman’s
own account of himself writes: *“ Rai Bhan, Udai Bhan
and myself were three brothers ™.

urp’{ )-"j. dw a8 {Jl‘.! G”‘ 3 ‘:’lﬁ ,_;‘Jn

Once again, Dr. ‘Abdulla, quoting Munsh’at-i- Bralman,
says that Brahman had three brothers, Udai Bhan, who
was in the service of ‘Aqil Khan and the remaining two

1  Chahar Chaman, foll. 133-34.
2 Islamic Culture, vol. xix p. 115.
3 Gul-i-Ra'na, p. 10.
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Rai Bhan and Indra Bhan were leading a retired life."
Nowhere in the Munsk'at, Brahman mentions Indra Bhan
being his brother. On the contrary, in & letter* to one
Hiranand, Brahman refers to Indra Bhan as barkhurdar
(s132#2), which term is always used for a son or a nephew
or a person much younger in age, but never for & b_rotber.
In another letter’ to ‘Aqil Khan, referring to his own
brothers and relatives, Brahman does mention the name
of Indra Bhan, who was only one of the relatives and not
brothers.

Thus it will be seen that Brahman had two brothers
and not three, one Rai Bhan and the other Udai Bhan.
This fact is clearly mentioned by Brahman in his Chahar
Chamanr®, and Munsh’at. The former detached himself from
the wordly affairs and took to seclusion and the latter,
becanse of his aptitude and talents, was brought up under
the patronage of ‘Aqil Khan and entered his services.’
However, when the Khan died, Udai Bhan too retired
and took to seclusion.’

Udai Bhan was an accomplished young man and like
Brahman had mastered the art of calligraphy. From a

letter of Brahman, it appears that men of letters and

learning talked highly of Udai Bhan’s merits as a munshi®,

Brahman maintained extremely cordial relations with
his brother. All the letters, addressed to them, reveal,

1 Adabiyyats p. 72

2 Munsh'al, G, fol. 42-43.
3 Munsh'st, R. foll, 287.
4 fol. 100.

5 Ibd.

5

Sunnami, pp. 118-19.
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Sidq—_Nawisi:

Along with calligraphy, Brahman had studied sidag-
nawist' also, much in vogue in those days. With ealligraphy,
he attaches equal importance to sidag-nawisi and says

that if these qualities are combined, it is excellent, as
persons possessing ability in both are rare’.

Relatives of Brahman

His Father :

Brahman’s father Dharm Das was an officer in the
Khalsa — Crown Estate — for a long time®. The authors of
Ghulzar-i-Bahar* and Hinduon-men Urdw® say that he.
was in the Royal services during the reign of Emperox
Akbar. But Brahman does not mention this fact in any
of his works. In a letter addressed to his son, Brahman
writes that his father had to support a big family inclu-
ding other relatives and through the efforts of some
Raja he attained the position of madarul-maham at the
Royal Court’. He however resigned his post and retired
to pious seclusion’.

1 This branch of Persian studies was very popular among Hindu
snunshis and was mainly connected with matters of general
administration and revenue, (Adabiyyat, p. 260). Also a mode of
notation based on arithmetic numerals, used mainly by old
Persian aecountants, maunshis and merchants in book-keeping.
Munsh'ats G. fol. 66 b.

Chakar Chaman fol. 99. S

p- 26. gy

p. 97.

Munsh'at G. fol. 70. %
Chahar Chaman, fol. 99. d R fol
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Dharm Das left behind three sons—Chandra Bhan
{Brahman), Rai Bhan and’ Udai Bhan, the last two
i'lnder the fostering care of Brahman himself'. Brahman
invariably refers to his father as fagir or recluse. No
doubt Dharm Dis was a man of great piety and devotion
and led a life of perfect peace and contentment. In a
letter to his son, Brahman describes a very lovable
‘(.-ha.racter of his own father, who though apparently lived
in this world, had developed an attitude of detachment and
u:.ldiﬁerence to worldly things. He followed the path of
virtue, helped people in distress, observed dues of respech
and Teverence in the company of the pious, practised
humility and clemency and meditated deeply in all
mfztters; treated friends with affection and obselrw'ed peace
with foes, was good to the virtuous and more so to the
vicious?,

Brahman has addressed several letters to his father,
which are, as usual, full of affection and reverence. He
was fully aware of the dignified status of a father., What
is the status of a father? According to Brahman, he
comes immediately after the Almighty Lord : :

-

oY ol S g i e wole 3 b '
i a.t:ﬂ:;

Thus Brahman constantly extolls the sterling qualities of

such a father, stressing always the fact that ‘one who
has a father wears a crown of bliss™,

Chahar Chaman, fol. 100.
Munsh'at, G. foll. 66-66 b.
Id., fol. 69 b, :
Ibid., fol. 55.
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:ind refers, in the body of the letter, to ‘ the kindness of

the teacher’ (w35 >5*). Another letter, addressed to one
Mulla Mugima Kashani, takes the following form :

PR ¢;;u ‘-."‘31 f-'.'*‘.‘; 3‘ e

Thus it is interesting to note that Bra]:llman had
studied under more than one teacher; though his attach-
ment and nature of association varied from person to
person. But nowhere do I find any letter a.(lldressed 'to
Mulla ‘Abdul Hakim of Sialkot, nor any men-m(.m of him
in any of the writings of Brahman.. In my opinion th:la}-:{i
fore, it is highly improbable that Bra.,hma.u hal studi
ander ‘Abdul Hakim and the contention of the author of
Nishtar-i<Ishg to that effect does not oppear tenable.

Brahman as a Calligraphist :

Brahman had also studied calligraphy and had
mastered that art under the inspiring guidance of Azfal
Khan (Mu]la Shukrulla Shirazi), the Governor of Lahoge,
who later became wazir-i-kull, in the first yezal.r3 of S}.:La.h
Jahan's reign. Brahman in his Chahar Chaman ‘descrlbes;
how the Khan one day took ont & ‘pen f-rom the pen-pptd
(o's5) and asked Brahman to write with that pen an
also taught him how to mend the reed pen.

According to the author of Tazkim-fi-Kha{,_sImawisdn‘,
Brahman had studied nasta'lig style under ‘Aga ‘Abdu'r

1 Chahor Chaman, fol. 296.
2 Ibid., foll. 299-300.
3 fol. 100.
4 p. 55
ame———
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Rashid and Shikasta character under Kifayat Khan. In
@ letter to ‘Aqa Rashid, Brahman addresses him as ‘true
teacher,' (A3 s\=1). He had also practised nasta‘lig and

shikasta styles under the guidance of Debi Das and
Arjunmal Sudra respectively?.

Brahman was an excellent calligraphist and several
biographers have paid compliments to him for his elegant
hand. According to the author of ‘A4 mal-i-Salil®, Brahman
wrote beautiful hand, both in shikasta and nasta'lg styles.

The author of Tazkira-i-Khushnawisan says that Brahman’s
handwriting was unique.*

Brahman is never tired of extolling the good qualities
and advantages of the art of calligraphy. In one of his
letters,® he exhorts his son to acquire this art, which he
describes as means of gaining access to the company of the
great ones. Truly Brahman himself got access to the Royal
Court becausa of his elegant handwriting.®

Brahman had developed almost a passion for the art
of calligraphy. Whenever he came across some piece of
elegant handwriting or a good specimen of the art of
calligraphy, he would spare no pains or efforts to procure
it. In a letter addressed to his brother, Brahman expresses
his keen desire of preparing an album of the writings of
famous calligraphists and scribes of elegant hand and
exhorts his brother to procure such specimens, ‘either
complimentary or on payment’ and send them on to him?.

Munsh'at, fol. 30.
Bug'at-i-Brahman, foll. 43 b-44 a.
p. 434.

. 55,

Chahar Chaman, fol. 142,

Id., fol. 106.

Munsh'at, G. fol. 53 b
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of his times. Munshi Sajan Rai in his Khilasatwut-Tawarikh
says that Sialkot enjoyed great reputation becanse of the
Mulla and his son Mauldana ‘Abdulla’. People from all
over the country went to Sialkot to study under these
elite of learning. But unfortunately, nowhere Brahman
mentions Mulla ‘Abdu’'l Hakim as his teacher. On the
contrary he invariably refers to Mulla or Mir ‘Abdul
Karim as his teacher, who was in charge of buildings at
Lahore and under whose able supervision the construction
of the Taj at Agra was carried out. All the other bio-
graphers are unanimous on this point. Dr. Rieun, Prof.
A. Q. Shaikh and Sunnami hold this view. To confirm
this view further, we have to rely once again on Brahman
himself. In his preface to the Chahar Chaman® he says
that he has derived ‘the benefit of essential sciences in
the service of Mulla ‘Abdul Karim and is blessed by
being his pupil’. Again in a letter to his brother.
Brahman makes a similar statement :

SL'&".’-“ Cad 83 5 gad Al 07 S |
’Gt:...p‘ FJ_J{“.L:P
Once again he writes to his brother :
L Gpr dy ey BBy 8 ik sp L
G Sl D edia WS K el
P a;

1  Adabiyyat, p. 247.

2 fol. 100.

3 Munsh'at., G, fol. 53.

4 Rugq‘at-i-Brahman, fol. 44 a.

LIFE OF BRAHMAN 33

The Mulla was still alive in those days but Brahman
could not put his son under the Mulla’s guidance because
the Mulla had, by that time, become almost a recluse’.
Everywhere, in his writings, Brahman refers to Mulld
‘Abdul Karim with great regard and reverance. In a letter
to the Mulla, Brahman clearly addresses him as ‘kind
teacher ’ efc. :

DR A ISR S OB NN -3

According t5 Dr. ‘Abdulla, Brahman, along with
Banwali Das Wali, had also studied under Mulla Shah
Badakhshi®. But as in the case of Mulla ‘Abdul Hakim,
Brahman does not make mention, anywhere in his writ-
ings, of S8hah Badakhshi. However, it is certain that
Brahman had studied under other teachers as well, besides
‘Abdul Karim, as is evident from his writings. Thus in
a letter to Ja‘far Khan, he addresses the Khan as ‘true
teacher * ( Ads skl ). Once again in a letter to Islam
Khian, Brahman admits that he has been a pupil of the
former, ‘the true teacher’ since long:

55 @S i p S e 50_,5&‘:3.1.-...»

e 30 i At O cuss

Another letter, whose addressee is not mentioned, opens

with the following words :

Mmmh'?it.,. Gfol 53.

Ihid., fol. 30.

iddabiyyat; p. 247,
Munsh'at, G. fol. 24 h.

h b oW b =

Three decades of ten years each toi‘méd. an epoch (44), Elliot,
VII, p. 74. 7

6 Chahar Chaman, fol. 274.
C—3
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odes and not ‘some times’ as suggested by the learnmed
Professor.

Education :

The author of Gulzar-i-Balar says that Brahman was
educated according to his family traditions and had
studied Sanskrit and Bhasha and had also acquired
knowledge of all branches of Sanskrit literature, under
learned Acharyas and Pandits! Unfortunately I have
not come across this information in any of the biogra~
phies containing Brahman's account, nor does the author
of Gulzar-i-Bahar mention the source of his information.
But there is no gainsaying the fact that Brabman must
have studied Sanskrit and Hindi according to the tradi-
tions of the Brahman families of his days. Though he
does not make a mention anywhere, of his knowledge of
Sanskrit, Brahman does make a pointed reference to his
knowledge of Hindi. In the second preface ( S» #!) to
his Chahar Chaman, he refers to himself as ‘ Hindi
knowing Brahman?’

21. - ula) Se OnS s Ol G._a G..\.Duﬂ s, v 8 AP

Again in his Tulifatul-Fusaha’ referring to himself,
he says that he learnt Hindi and Persian by the grace
of his patron:

G-r-. . & w = &‘\J;“J,:"‘Mcb"-m :}1 » e s s D
3(. o1 = i ';’L\lf'Jh 2y

1 Sumnami., p. 29.
2 foll. 177-78.
3  Sunnami, p. 138,
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Besides Sanskrit and Hindi, Brahman studied Persian
and mastered most of the standard works of Persian
literature. The Emperor Shah Jahan appears to have
been very much impressed by Brahman’s knowledge and
proficiency in the Persian language and used to fondly
eall him «logs¥ gssss— Persian knowing Hindu'. In
a letter to his son Brahman gives some valuable infor-
mation about the courses of studies and also text-books
which were a must for a student of Persian language in
those days and which Brahman himself had studied in
his yonth. He advises his son to study such standard
works as Akhlag-i-Nasiri, Akhlig-i-Jalalk, Gulistan and
Biistan of Sa‘di, in order to acquire forms of decornm
and etiquette>. In the same letter he gives an elaborate
list of Persian scholars, chiefly poets, whom he had studied
in his youth and would like his son to emulate in order
to atbain ‘ blessings’, * felicity ’, and ‘ competence ’.

Teachers of Brahman :

While discussing the early education of Brahman one
is naturally eonfronted with the problem of ascertaining
his teacher or teachers under whom he studied. On this
point, once again, there seems to be some confusion
amongst biographers. The author of Nishtar-i-Ishg says
that Brahman studied under Mulla “Abdul Hakim . of
Sialkot’. Gul-i-Ra‘'na* supports this view by giving a gisk
of the preface to the Chahar-Chaman. No doubt Mulla
‘Abdul Hakim was a man of great erudition and learning

Chahar Chaman, fol. 106.

Ibid., fol. 142.
Adabiwat., P 73.

pp. 10-11.

S W -




CHANDRABHAN BRAHMAN

This betrayal of a partial and biased view leads one
to conclude that Brahman does belong to Lahore. Hlse-

where, again, he says that the residence of this humble-
self is at Lahore :

OY) 2 o » iz PRV IR
ﬂlq,.p-‘c;‘,

In a letter to Asaf Khan, Brahman writes that
he was brought up at Lahore :

J’Y &m‘)‘b 2 .L‘J\:: k}!" 6 u.ng;. P - OO SR

«2...._-.311_\.3,.,:.;

Dr. Riew’ and Prof. A. Q. Shaikh* also hold that
Brahman was born and brought up at Lahore, and are
supported by M. Sa‘id®, Sayyid Sabahuddin®, Dr. ‘Abdulla’,
Bahar Sunnami® and others’. Qaningo also draws the
conclusion that Brahman was a native of Lahore and
his house was situated in Niyula which seems to have
been that quarter of the city of Lahore which is now

known as Nawlakha. This district of Tahore once formed
part of the ancient city™.

Chahar Chaman, fol. 84.
Munsh'at, G, fel, 8.

Rien, p. 397 b,

Gat. Bon. Uni. p. 186.
Umara-i-Huniul, p. 264.
Basm-i-Taimiariyya, p. 208.
Adabiyyat., p. T2.

Sunnama, pp. 28-29.

Ajkal, Delhi, April, 1959, p. 45.
Dara Shikoh, p. 242.

D oxuenwbs L~

LIFE OF BRAHMAN 29
Date of Birth:

The early life of Brahman is completely shrouded in
the dark and the scant information found in various
contemporary and later biographies, is full of contradic-
tions. Fven Brahman, who gives a brief account of his
life in the preface to the ‘ Third chaman’ is silent over
his birth date. Naturally the question of fixing his date
of birth completely baffles his biographers. Those who have

given the date of Brahman's birth have mostly based

their conclusions on mere surmises, as they have not given
and could not give the sources of their information. The
authors of Gulzar-i-Bahar,! Mukhtasar Tarikh-i-Urdu}
and Kaifiyya® give 982/1574-75 as the year of Brahman’s
birth, but it cannot be taken as authentic for obvious
reasons.

Name and Nom de plume :

The name of the poet, as often mentioned by himself
is ‘ Chandra Bhan' and his nom de plume is ‘ Bralman’,
which is pronounced both ways ‘Bralman’ or ‘Barhaman’.
We come across these two different pronunciations inva-
riably in his odes. Prof. A. Q. Shaikh says that the poet
himself pronounces it ‘as a rule’ in his Diwan, as
‘* Barhaman', and that ‘some times’ we come across
‘Brabman’ also.* With due respect to my revered teacher
Prof. Shaikh, T, very humbly submit that Brahman uses
the pronunciations -almost in equal proportion, in his

1 p 26
2 p. 40.
3 pp. 24-25.

4 Cat. Bom. Uni, p. 186.
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The above quotation is fraught with serious dis-
crepancies. Firstly it is not quoted correctly and hence
does not make any sense; secondly it has been taken out
from its proper context and given a twist. In fact it
occurs in a letter written by Brahman to Afzal Khan
wherein he says that after departing from the latter,
Brahman reached the city of Lahore which ‘rivals the
abode of paradise on account of its fine climate and other
good qualities’. Thus from the words “reached the city of
Lahore,” the writers have wrongly concluded that Brahman
did not originally belong to Tahore and that he had
migrated from some other place. Here is the exact state-
ment in its proper context :

25 8 cadgp Gad cass N casy Jyar ) o

oo By 30 e b ke gl ned sl ol
chytan s b waps & WBUS Oy ol g pl gy )
il glatis, § Y ey e aasl o) Je g3
iy o8 o Bt olils o Ly (Ll 5 1is y O
@ v oo ool by Wity o€ ol s K8 Sl

I have not been able to trace the author of this
blunder, but it is ‘certain that many biographers® including
those quoted above have fallen a prey to this discrepancy.

Many Tazkira writers have traced the origin of
Brahman to Kashmir. The author of Bahar-i-Gulshan-i-
Kashmir; Dr. Nurul Hasan Hashimi® and several others
hold this view. In the MS. copy of Sha‘iran-i-Kashamira

1 Chahar .(.I-'.}_m-mau._ fol. 109.
2  Urdu-i-Mu'alla, Aug. 1903; Hinduaon-men-Urdu, p. 97.
3 Dillika Dabistan-i-Sha'iri, pp. 55-56 {. n.

2
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kept in the State Library of Gwalior, Brahman is said
to hail from Kashmir'.

Now after a careful study of the internal and external
sources I have come to the conclusion that Brahman
neither belonged to Patiala nor to Agra, nor even to
Kashmir.

TIn the preface to his Chahar Chaman®, Brahman
clearly says that he is a Brahman from the Punjab.

Cewolos o 831y Gad o o0 o B e ol

So it is cértain that he is mot either from Kashmir or
Agra. Again he says that the place of his origin and birth
is the capital city of Lahore.

sy cdadls s wasls o) lia g dge. oo
i 3,:,.-‘
In the Second Chaman, Brahman describes various
provinces of India and their capital cities, under the
reign of Shah Jahan. While describing Lahore, Brahman

displays greater eloguence and showers unlimited praises
over this city, comparing it, once again, with heaven.

P SO P R A W | PR W 1 E ~ RS
ol s> &\,;\ AR :_—_.iugl slatias 5 el Olivsre PR
AN TP DA IR AR P e dh Ll
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Hindion-men-Urdu, p. 97.
fol. 98.

Chahar Chaman, fol. 99.
Ibid.s fol. 79.
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CHANDRABHAN BRAHMAN
Hindi : )

Shah Jshan's reign is noted for the congenial condi-
tions for the cultivation and growth of Hindi language
and literature. The BEmperor himself was familiar with
Hindi and loved to patronise Hindi poets. Sundar Das
of Gwalior is a noted Hindi poet connected with the court.
He was honoured with the title of Maha Kavi Rai,
Chintamani of Kanpur district was patronised by the
Emperor, and is supposed to be the greatest poet of his
time. His fame chiefly rests on his Ramayana. Dev Dab
and Kavindra Acharya are also Hindi poets of considera-
ble renown who flourished in this period. Besides the royal
court, poets at other places were composing hymns t0
deepen the spiritual life of the masses and to inculcate
faith and devotion in place of philosophical abstraction'.
Pran Nath of Panna in Bundelkhand, composed poems
of mystical value, reconciling Hinduism and Islam. Dadu,
a cotton carder from Ahmadabad wrote hymns of mystical
importance. His followers formed a definite sect knowrr
as Dadipanthis. Tukaram, a famous saint poet of Poona,
had become so popular on account of his hymns, written
in local language, that he was prosecuted by the Brahmans
as one who had no right to be a religious teacher.

1 Cam. Hist., p. 221.
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4

5 pp. 96-97.
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CHAPTER II

LIFE OF BRAHMAN
Origin and Birth :

There appears to be a lot of confusion and misunder-
standing amongst the biographers as regards Brahman's
place of origin and birth. The more prominent among
them is William Beale, who says that Brahman was from
Patiala'. Dr. Ethe says that Brahman was from Patyala
or Lahore?. The author of Tazkira-i-Husaini believes thab
Brahman belonged to Akbarabad i.e., Agra®. The authors
of Mir'atul-Khiyal*, Khumkhana-i-Jawid®, Nata'ijul-Afkar,
Sham'-i-Anjuman’ and Mukhtasar Tarikh-i-Adab4-Urdu®,
hold the same view. These writers, it appears, base their
contention on a statement made by Brahman himself in
his Chahar Chaman, which, as quoted by them, runs thus:

s ol wild glatin Y el o asl ol
('x') ol cad @ |- @ S l':.,;- rL..i'u s I
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Beale p. 76.
Ethe, p. 859.
Adabiyynt, p. 72.
p. 139.

p. 106.
p. 92.
p. 40.
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Insha :

Of the insha writers of this period, Abul Barkat
Munir Lahori stands foremost. He enjoys a unique position
in Indo-Persian literature. Though an Indian, in style,
he had surpassed several Iranians in point of grace and
elegance. He coined many eloquent and lucid phrases by
the admixture of Arabic and Persian words'. Being a
rhetorician, he could easily be compared with the stalwart
Abul Fazl. In poetry too, he had a graceful style. He
was a boon companion of Salih and Brabman, both of
whom had visited Munir during his illness and Brabman
has given a very touching account of the last moments®
of Munir who died very young.

Besides Munir, ‘Allami Afzal Khan, Sa‘dulla Khan,
Fazil Khan, Mulla Mahmid Jaunpari, Shaida, Hakim-i-
Hazig, Jai Singh, etc., wrote elegant letters in chaste
style, that became very popular amongst Persian students.

Lexicography :

‘Abdur Rashid Tattavi compiled two comprehensive
dictionaries, one Persian named Farhang-i-Rashidy or
Raslidi Parsi, the other, Arabic, named Muntakhabul-
Lug?uit—i-Shd}':juhdni or Rashidi ‘Arabi, which ?vas dedi-
cated to Shah Jahan. Both the lexicons testify to the
author’s profound scholarship.

Among the dictionaries compiled and dedicated to
Shah Jahan, Dr. Saksena’ has mentioned Clahar Unsar-
i-Danish—a dictionary of Persian and Arabic languages,

1 Mir'at, P- 119.
2  Sunnomi, p. 189.
3 p 8L
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compiled by Amanulla Khin Zaman. No doubt, the Khan
served under Shah Jahan, but he had also served, previ-
ously, under Jahangir and the dictionary was compiled
during the reign of the latter. It was neither compiled

during the reign of Shah Jahan, nor was it dedicated
to him'.

Miscellanious Works:

‘Ata’Ulla wrote Khulasa-i-Raz, a treatise in verse on
arithmetic mensuration and Algebra, in ten sections and
dedicated it to Prince Dara.? He also translated Bij Ganit,
a treatise on Algebra, from the Sanskrit Vijaganita of
Bhaskaracharya, and dedicated it to Shah Jahan®.

Farid Ibrahim Dihlawi prepared an astronomical table
of the reign of Shah Jahan and named it Zij-i-Shakjahani.
The work was based on the famous tables of Ulugh Beg,

which, however, received many corrections and improve-
ments.*

Translations :

Besides writing original works, standard works of
Sanskrit were also rendered into Persian. Mention has
often been made of translations of Upanishad and Bhagwat
Gita, by Dara. His munshi Banwali Das translated
Prabodh Chandra Udday into Persian and named Gulzar-
-Hal; Ibn Har Karan translated the Ramayana.’

1  Rieu, p. 509 b.

Iind.s p. 451 b.

3 Ibid., p. 450 b.
Dr. Baksena says that the work was dedicated to both Shiah
Jahfin and Dara (p. 258), which is incorrect.

4  Rieu, p. 460 a.

Saksena, p. 257.
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give vent to his feelings'and did full justice to this form-
His quatrains are full of spiritual, philosophical, moral
and mystical subtleties, breathing free and frank thinking
and bold initiative, which qualities apparently brought
about his doom.

The prose works produced during this period mostly
comprise history and belles lettres (insha ).

Muhammad Amin Qazvini wrote the first official
history of the first ten years of Shah Jahan's reign which
was given the title of Padshah Nama by the Emper?r
himself.! Amin’s style is easy and graceful. Jalaluddin
Tabataba’i wrote another history of the same name a.n'd
appears to bave copied a great deal from Qazvini. His
style is highly ornate and can be described as a true
model of ‘Indian Style’— Sabk-i-Hindi.

‘Abdul Hamid Lahori was officially called upon to
-pen the history of the reign of Shah Jahan. The Padshal
Nama of Lahori covers the accounts of the first twenty
years of the reign. According to Salih, Lahori was s
pupil of Abul Fazl’ and a successful imitator of his
gurd, and did satisfy the vanity and fastidious taste (?f
the Emperor with his ornate and bombastic style. Lahori,
however, could not complete the work because of old age
and infirmity’ and the task was entrusted to his worthy
:_pupil Muhammad Waris who completed the Third Daftar.
His language too, like his master, is picturesque and
ornate .

1 Rieu, p. 258 b,
2 Salih, p. 438.
3 Ibid., p. 439.
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Muhammad Sadiq wrote Shak Jahan Nama. Not being
an official chronicler, his views are generally frank and
impartial. Muhammad Tahir Ashna wrote Mulalh-khas,
abridged from the Padshah Nima of Lahori and Waris.
Ashna wrote graceful and chaste language.

Muhammad Salih Kambi Lahori wrote his * Amal-i-
Nalil or Shahjahan Nama — an abridgement of the
histories of the reign of Shah Jahan. Typical of the time,
his style is ornate and flowery. His notices of confemporary
writers, poets, saints, savants, etc,, are very authentic and
provide a source of first hand information to research
scholars and orientalists. '

Shaikh ‘Inayatulla Lahori, teacher and elder brother
of Balih, is another noted stylist of this period. He wrote
Tdrikh--z’-I)z'{kaaci.. a history beginning from Adam to the
reign of Shah Jahan'. His well known work Bahdr-i-
Danish, a collection of tales, has been very popular with
Persian scholars and is translated in Kuropean languages?®,
‘Inayatulla’s style is colourful and elegant,

‘Abdul Latif Gujarati possessed a simple and graceful
style and wrote after the fashion of the classical writers.
He was for some time the court chronicler of Shah Jahan
and was honoured with the title of ‘Agidat Khan?,
He edited the Masnawi of Maulana Rim with a preface

and commentary which clearly show the depth of his
erudition and learning*,

1 Salih, p. 440,

2  Rieu, p. 765 b; 766 a.
3  Salih, p. 438.

4  Tbid.
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Mahir was a sifi by temperament, loved beauty and
music, and wandered from place to place in their search.'
He moved in the company of Qudsi and Kalim and lfiﬂi
behind a voluminous diwan and several MAsnNawis;
Sarkhish, the author of Kalimatush-shu'ara was his dis-
ciple. Mahir was a prolific writer and composed simple
and graceful verses.

Fany (d. 1081 /1670-71)

Shaikh Muhsin surnamed IFani, hailed from Kashmir.
For sometime he held the office of Saddarat at Allahabad.
He was chiefly known for his erudition and learning and
his residence was a rendezvous of grandees and nobles of
Kashmir®. In his composition, he used Hindi words with
advantage and his verses are full of grace and ﬂueucj.r.
The authorship of Dabistanul-Mazahib —a work on rel_l-
gious creeds and philosophical systems of the Enah—%s
commonly ascribed to Fani. But from the sources avai-
lable so far, I am reluctant to subscribe to this view.

Hazig (d. 1067/1656-57 ) ip

: Hakim-i-Haziq, son of Hakim Hamam of Gilan was
born and brought up at Fathpur near Agra. He was
raised to the status of seh hazari. He was a true repre-
sentative of Indo-Iranian culture and originated a new
style in poetry, by blending classical and modern tradi-
tions®. Though a prolific writer of lucid and easy verses,
Haziq by nature was arrogant and self conceited, and
considered himself superior to Anwari*,

1 Salih, p. 429.

2 Mir'at, p. 166. _ )
3 Salih, p. 417. il o
4 Basm-i Taimiriyya, p. 202, ' &
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After retirement Haziq led a secluded life at Agra',
where he died in 1067/1656-572

Nisbati :

Mulla Nisbati Thanesari was a siifv poet of high
repute. According to Sarkhush, he composed verses in
Hindi too, besides Persian, and derived his pen name
from Hindi words nis (night) and bati (eyebrow)—eyebrow
of night i. e. the moon®. He led a life of perfect seclusion
and contentment. Though humble by nature, his verses
are full of charm and fervour, and he recited them with
poignant pathos while tears flowed from his eyes’. Brahman
paid a visit to this saint poet when the former went to
Thanesar. Salih has talked very highly of Nisbati and
his poetry.

Sarmad :

Safi Sarmad is supposed to be a controversial persona-
lity of this age. According to Lodi he was an Armenian’.
The popular belief is that he was a Jew by birth and
studied philosophy under Iranian scholars at Iran and
came to India during the reign of Shah Jahan and soon
attached himself to Dara. He used to move about naked
which offended the orthodox Muslims and soon after the
execution of Dard, Sarmad too met with a similar fate.

Much against the contemporary trend of composing
ghazals, qasidas and masnaws, Sarmad chose rubd'i to

1 Salik, p. 417.

2 Sarw, p. 92.

3  Kalimat, p, 118 {. n.
4 Salih, p. 422.

5 Mir'at, p. 140.
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entire work of his life time for the following verse of
Ghani':

2V 55 Vg e oy g
r.l:- Jk.; t)yl' L','_Ln) -\KIJ... lrlb
Shaida (d. 1080/1669-70) :

Mulla Muhammad ‘Arif, surnamed Shaida, was a
native of Fathpur near Agra, but his family came from
Mashhad®. An interesting and unique person, he is supposed
to be one of the great poets of this period. He was a
genius in his own field. Being very much incensed by
the superiority complex of the Iranians over the Indian
writers and poets, he wrote pungent satires against the
former. Even stalwarts like, Talib, Qudsi and Kalim were
afraid of his sataric vein and were not spared by his
scathing pen. When occasion arose, he did not spare even
Shah Jahan and incurred the Emperor’s displeasure, more
than once, on account of his pungent wit.

A lover of classical style, Shaida was deadly against
the moderns and mercilessly disparaged them ‘ banishing
one and all from the domain of poetry’ *. Though not very
learned, his strongest point was his mastery over the art
of prosody, which he successfully utilised against his rivals,
Almost all the biographers are unanimous that Shaida's
mastery over versification wag miraculous, as he could
compose hundreds of brilliant verses extempore®. His

Kalimat p. 85.

EKhizana, p. 271.

Saliks p. 404,

Salih, p. 405; Kalimat, p. 56; Sarw, p. 82.
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Masnawi, Daulat-i-Bidar, comprising of twelve thousand
‘vere;e.q, 18 full of moral and ethical niceties'. Shaida retired
to Kashmir, on a monthly stipend, where he breathed his
last in 1080/1669-702

Salim (d. 1057/1647 )

Muhammad Quli, surnamed Salim was born at Tehran
but migrated to India and got himself attached to Islam
Khan. He possessed a graceful style and wrote elegant
verses. He had great mastery over the use of similes and
Tham?. According to Salil, Salim used to be unjustly
accused, by his rivals, of plagiarism. He died at Kashmir
in 1057/1647 and was buried by the side of the Lake
Dalt,

Makhir (d. 1089/1678)

: Mubammad ‘Ali, surnamed Mahir, was originally
from Iran but was brought up in India.’ According to
Lodi, Mahir was a Hindu by birth and lived at Agra,
while his father was serving under Mirza Ja‘far Mu‘im-
ma‘T who hailed from Tran. Mihir became orphan in
childhood and was brought up, educated and adopted by
the Mirza and was later converted to Islam.® After the
death of the Mirza, Mahir attached himself to Dara
and Danishmand Khan. The former conferred on him
the title of Murid Khan.’

Salih, p. 405.

Khizana, p. 271.

Salik, p. 421. PG i

Salik, p. 429, [
Mir'at, p. 206.
Kalimat, p. 102 f. n.

C—2

1
i
2
J
4 Sarw, p. 64.
5
6
7




14 CHANDRABHAN BRAHMAN
According to Lodi!, Sarkhush? and several others
who appear to have copied these biographers, Qudsi was
conferred the title of Malikush-Shu‘arg by the Emperor.
However, Salih, whose statement appears to be more
reliable, says that Qudsi could not obtain the title to
which he was entitled above all others, because he had
been forestalled by Abu Talib Kalim?,

No doubt Qudsis’ genius for qasida writing proved
& great asset, bringing him hoth fame and fortune. He
embarked upon the versification of Padshahnama which
has bean praised by Bilgirami®, (Qudsi spent most of his

time in composing qasidas, chronograms and conquests of
the Ewmperor.

Qudsi tried his hand at all the principal forms of
Persian poetry —ghazal, qasida and masnawr—but his ghazals
lack the fire and fervour of a good l_yri_c. In gasida, however,
he wielded a dexterous and facile pen. His elegant style
was imitated in gasida by Kalim®, However, his tashbibs—
introductory couplets—according to Bilgirami® suffer from
distraction like ghazal and he plunges straight into Madify—
praise couplets—from tashtab without qurz’,

Mir'at, p. 86.

Kalimat, p. 90,

Salil, p. 402,

Khizana, p. 380.

Shibl, III, p. 213.

Khizana, p. 379,

Guriz couplets begin immer!intnl_\' after the tashl
poet very ingeniously turns towardg madh or praise proper.
These generally give an idea of the beauty of a qasida and
reveal the genius and skill of a poet in connecting two distinet
parts of the poem namely the ‘ashbib and the madih, ;

NS AW N

nb wherein the

2 Armaghan-i-Pak p. 3.
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Kalim (d. 1062/1651) :

Abu Talib, poetically styled Kalim, is deseribed by
Maulana Shibli as the unique artist and the last page
of the book of poesy'. He wrote in almost all forms of
poetry and his duwdan presents a happy collection of ghazals
qasidas, masnawis, qit'as and quatrains. He never :t(‘ILl(’..d
to have bothered about topies to write poems on, as his
dexterous pen could write with ease on any and every-
thing, such as libraries, gardens, cities, famine, bioken
hand, fever, herpes, gun, ink-pot, ring, boat ete. etc.

Kalim’s gasidas reflect the style of his own time. He
18 fond of similes, aetiology, pun and hyperbole. His
merils in ghazal chiefly include novelty of topics and
original conceits, besides aptness of ilustration—misaliyya-
which was originated by him and imitated by Sa’ib and
other contemporaries.

Ghani (d. 1079/1668-69 )

Muhammad Tahir of Kashmir, surname1 Ghani, was
a diseiple of Muhsin Fani, and possessed a difficult and
obscure style. Mahir had to drop several obscure verses
while compiling Ghani'’s diwan?, which was published from
Lucknow in 1262/1845. Almost every verse of Ghani is
a misaliyya which is clear indication of Kalim’s influence.
The _trin—S:'L'ib, Kalim and Ghani - had lived tozether
in Kashmir for a long time but the graceful simplicity
of Sa'ib’s style had little influence on Ghani. However,
according to TLodi, Ghani was very popular among his
contemporaries and $a’ib was prepared to exchange the

1 Shadbli, 111 p. 207,
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The musha‘ira lasted from dusk to dawn and the qasida
recited by Abu Sa‘id, which incidentally was composed
of iclt-icl':-i without a diacritical dot, was much appreciated’,
During the period when Mulla ‘Ishqi was a tutor to his
son‘ Tej Bhan, Brahman helqd mushd‘iras at his own
residence gt regular intervals, wherein besides the tutor,
poets like Mulla Sadiq, Mulla Shamsud-din and such
ot.hersj used to participate and recite their freshly composed
verses’, In another letter he describes the weekly musha‘ira
“’bl(’h‘ used to be held at the residence of Multafit Khan,
wherein he used to participate, in the company of Khwaja
Fath Chand®. Yet iy another letter Brahman gi\'(:s an Ft(‘.-['{}lil‘lt
of .a bi-\\'eek]y musha‘ira which used to be held at the
residence of Khwaja Muhammad Sadiq at Akbarabad

(Agra), wherein poets like
etc., used to participate. By
whenever he got leisure*,

Shaida; Jalali; Zamir; Burhan
abman too joined the mushi'ira
. A brmf survey of the literature produced during this
period is now necessary to assess the importance and
value of the contribution made by the contemporary

.Writer.w.' and poets, towards the growth of Persian literature
in India. Let me take the poets first.

Sa'ib (d. 1080/1670) :

Mirza Mubammad ‘Alj, poetically surnamed Sa’ib, has
been almost unanimously acclaimed by biographers angd:
critics, as a saviour of decadent form of ghazal and the
pioneer of a new school in Persian lyric. Already the

1 Munsk'at, G. foll. 52-52 b.
2 Ihid, foll. 54 b.

3 Chahar Chaman, foll, 266-67.
4  Sunnami, pp. 175-76.
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‘Persian ghazal had deteriorated to a deplorable state.
“Abstract ideas, farfetched similes, quaint metaphors, queer

fancybuilding and morbid imagery had reduced the lyric
to an absurdity. Sa'ib vehemently revolted against this

‘type of poetry and boldly introduced the charming sim-

plicity and elecant chastity of the lyricism of Hafiz and
Sa‘di. The use of figures like poetical aetiology—husn-i-ta‘lal
and proverbial commission arsalul-masal-in a masterly
manner, has infused freshness and vigour in his poetry.
The ‘Master of Masters’ has charmed many of his con-
temporaries and later poets who imitated his style freely.
His verses were inscribed on most of the articles of the
Mughal palace and the Shah of Iran used to send his
verses to foreign courts as coveted gifts'. Even modern
writers speak very highly of Sa’'ib’s poetry. Maulana
Shibli has described him as the last great Persian poet
‘superior in originality to Qa’ani2 Prof. Browne, enamoured
by his verses, made their selection and copied them in
‘his personal diary®.

Qudsi (d. 1050 /1640) :

Haji Mubhammad Jan surnamed Qudsi hailed from
Mashhad. After the pilgrimage to Mecca, he came to
India during the reign of Shah Jahin. On the first day
of his introduection to the Court (1042/1632-33), he recited
a gasida and soon attracted the attention of the Emperor.

!__-K.ai;mﬂt,_p. 63.
‘2 Shbli, IO, p. 189.
3 Brouwme, p. 165.
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atmosphere compelled the Iranian writers to stay in the
country and mix with the loecal populace, with the result
l’.ha.t.t-hey adopted the indigenous way of thinking and
writing. They chose local themes for their composition
and l.:ulked of Indian customs, manners and way of life,
‘ll"r‘-“"ll'lf.; largely on Hindi vocabulary. Naturally the
Persmn language could not retain its purity of style.
Dr. ‘Haksen:m has rightly observed that ‘no language can
retain its virgin purity among a strange people unless
they be intellectual nonentities; and there is no reason
why Persian should form an exception to this rule’’.

‘ Thus the main characteristic of the Indo-Persian
].1te1‘a.ture precduced in this period is ifs richness in
1n<.11g.'3noua elements, Writers and poets of pure Iranian
origin like Aba Talib Kalim; Mulla Tughra Mashhadi;
Zafar Khan Ahsan—the patron of Sa'ib; Yahya Kashi—the

librarian of Shah Jahan and a host of others used Hindi
words like

totos fhein Koy 0 1oy Ja t0h il tamS)
!J,; f‘_‘,gif.o !LSJI:" !dil)‘.u fl:.n'.,) =4:'._:3,> !‘-’J.”,::L,J.,; fig)

05,:{:0),; fde;la :dﬂ.
ete? in their writings and composition.

In poetry, ghazal and gasida continued to predominate
over other forms, the latter more in vogue because of the
Emperor's love of eulogy for himself. On lunar and solar
birthday ceremonies and other festivals, poets used to

History of Shah Jahan, p. 294.

For a fuller list of Hindi words please refer to Dr. 'Abidi’s
learnad lecture published in Indo-Tranica, vol. XIII, June 1960,
pp. 11-18,

i
2
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recite gasidas and the Emperor used to reward them genes
rously. On hearing a gagida recited by Qudsi, the Emperor
was so much pleased that he ordered that the poet's wouth
be filled, seven times, with gems'. On another ocecasion
the poet was weighed against gold and silver coins, whieh
he received as reward. On completion of the Peacock
Throne, Kalim recited a gasida and was rewarded with

5,500 rupees, equal to his weight.?

Besides the Emperor, the nobles and the grandees of
the court vied with one another in rewarding poets and
writers of intrinsic merig. Dara Shikuh; ¢Allami Sa‘dulla
Khan; Afzal Khan; Asaf Khan and Zafar Khan are some
of the names which stand prominent among those who
patronised art and literature. Their courts held regular
musha'‘iras — assembly of poets — where the poets used to
recite their poems composed after an hemistich given in
advance to test their ability and acumen in the art of
versification. Brahman has given several instances of such
mushd‘iras, wherein, he himself used to participate and
recite his own verses.

Thus in & letter Brahman describes the recent arrival
of Mulla Muhammad Jan Qudsi from Iran and his stay
at a local karwan sardai, where Brahman goes and recites
his ghazat’. In another letter he deseribes a musha‘ira held
a4t the house of his patren Mulla ‘Abdul Karim in Lahore,
in which eminent scholars and poets like Mulla Munir;
Mulla Anwar Qasim Jani; Abu Sa'id; Mulla Khan
Muhammad of Sialkot and several others participated.

1 Mir'at, p. B6.
2  Diuan-i-Kalim Kashani, p. 9.
3  Chahar Chaman, foll. 290-91.




8 CHANDRABHAN BRAHMAN

travellers from France and Italy gazed with wonder ak
the peacock throne and the Kohinur'.”

The Peasantry :

The frontiers of the empire were extended further
than in any preceding reign and it enjoyed a long unin-
terrupted prosperity and ‘profound peace’’. The peasantry
were treated with sympathy and were carefully guarded
against harsh and exacting governors. On the complaint
of the people, local administrators were removed or dis-
missed for harsh treatment or negligence of duty or abuse
of power’.

Khafi Khan one of the historians of those times,
gives his opinion that although Akbar was pre-eminent as
a conqueror and a lawgiver, yet, for the order and
arrangement of his territory and finances, and the good
administration of every department of the state, no prince
ever reigned in India that could be compared to Shah
Jahan',

Travernier-a jeweller by profession-who had repeatedly
visited most parts of India, says that Shah Jahan* reigned
not so much a king over his subject, but rather as a
father over his family and children .

Literary Aspect :

If Shah Jahan's reign is noted for its pomp and
grandeur, it is equally celebrated for the development of

Sarkar, I, p. 291.

Ibid., p. 292.

Cam. Hist., IV, p. 217.
Elphinstone, vol. II, p. 3%4.

Vi BN s

Ibid., p. 394, f.n. _ é
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art and literature. Along ~with the display of splendout,
the Emperor, like his grandfather, loved to patronise
scholars, poets and men of letters. IHis prosperous and
un-interrupted reign proved conducive to vigorous and
sustained literary and cultural activities. Already the
Mughal court had bocome a rendezvous of scholars and
poets who flocked from all parts of Persia, Turkey and
Central Asia. Shah Jahan himself possessed a fine taste
for art and literature and his personal interest gave
impetus to the growth of culture in its fullness. His
munificence and generous patronage attracted poets and
writers from distant lands. In this patronage of art and
literature, the Emperor was not alone. His courtiers took
equally keen interest in literary and cultural activities
and were quick in recognising and rewarding talent and
merit. Besides possessing high literary taste, many of
them combined administrative accomplishments with lite-
rary capabilities, and wielded the pen and the sword
with equal ease. The unbounded liberality and munificent
patronage of the court and the courtiers gave rise to'a
distinguished circle of scholars, poets, historians, biogra-
phers, theologians, lexicographers and writers of books on
medicine, astronomy, mathematics ete., which resulted in
the production of a successful and plentiful literature.
Persian, being the court language, received powerful
impetus and encouragement and grew to the status of
almost the national language.

From the point of style, the Persian literature pro-
duced in India is not purely Persian. With the influx
of Iranian writers and poets, already two distinct schools
of writers had got established in Indian Sub-continent-
Indo-Persian School and pure Persian School. The congenial

:
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of the officers of Aurangzib defeated Shivaji who thought
it proper to submit along with the ruler of Bijipur.

In Zil-hijja, 1067 /September, 1657, Shah Jahan fell
ill. His sudden absence from public appearances gave rise
to wild rumours that the Emperor was dying or even
dead. Shah Jahan himself moved to Agra, which added to
the confusion. So far Dara was ‘the darling of the court’,
and the Emperor openly designated him as his heir. When
the news of tha Emperor's illness reached Murad Bakhsh,
Shah Shuja’ and Aurangzib, who wera acting as viceroys
of Gujarat, Bengal and the Deccan respectively, the three
brothers decided to oppose Dara. Murad proclaimed him-
self King in Gujarat and Shuja‘ followed suit. Aurangzib
prepared his army with the vetran Mir Jumla and the
three brothers agreed to meet at Agra. Aurangzib set out
from Aurangabad in 1069 /1658, crossed the Narbada and
Murad joined him at Dipalpur. The first battle was fought
at Dharmat where the Tmperial army was defeated. Shah
Jahan who had gone to Delhi returned to Agra on hear-
ing the news of the disastrous defeat.

The most decisive battle, however, which settled once
for all the war of succession, was fought at Samuhgarh,
where, inspite of an overwhelming armny, Dara was defeat-
ed because his army was constituted of masses of untrained
men and foreign mercenaries’. Dara flew to Agra, thence
to Delhi, avoiding to meet his father after the ignoble
defeat. Murad was badly wounded in the battle and
Aurangzib received him with great honours, He was,
however, imprisoned later at Gwalior, where he dragged
on until he was beheaded in 1072/ 1661. Dara realising

1 Cam. Hist., p. 213.

-
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his inability to face Aurangzib, fled to Lahore which
he soon abandoned and went to Multan and Sind and
thence to Gujarat. Meanwhile Shuja‘ had advanced beyond
Allahabad, but was defeated by Aurangzib at Khajwa. The
former fled to Aracan and was never heard of again'.
Dara wanted to flee to Persia through Qandhar but
Malik Jiwan of Dadar who had first sheltered him, ulti
mately handed him over to Aurangzib. Dara was even-
tually beheaded in Zil-hijja, 1069 / August, 1659. Aurangzib
proclaimed himself as king in 1069 /1658, but was formally
crowned Emperor in 1070/ 1659. Shah Jahan was kept as
state prisoner and was treated with all respect till he died
in 1077/ 1666.

Architecture :

It was in the field of architecture that the reign of
Shah Jahan is most distinguished and it can be rightly
described as the ‘Augustan Age' of Mughal Architecture
in India. ‘The surpassing lovliness’ of the public buildings
erected by Shah Jahan make him and his rule immortal
in the annals of world history. These edifices were *as
costly as they were chaste %, * The Taj ‘a dream in marble
designed by Titans and finished by jewellers’; the Pearl
Mosque at Agra ‘the purest and the lovliest house of
prayer in the world’; the great Mosque of Delhi, the
palace of the same royal city ™ are relics of the priceless
heritage of Mughal rule in India. “The ambassadors from
Bukbara and Persin, Turkey and Arabia, as well as

¥ Ind. Hig., p. 141.
2 Sarkar, 1, p. 291.
3 Holden, p. 289.
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‘Muhammad, continued to oppose the Mughal army. The
-EmiJeror, at last, abandoned the country.

The ruler of Qandhar ‘Ali Mardan Khan had some
grievance against the Shah of Persia and had surrendered
Qandhar to the Mughals in 1047/1637. In 1058/16?8
the young Persian Shah attacked Qandhar and re:cap_tured it.
Aurangzib and Sa‘dulla Khan were sent to win it back,
but they failed miserably. Three years later, .they renewefl
the attack but met with a similar fate. ITn April 1064;’165.-3
Dara Shikuh attempted with greater force but once again
the Mughals had to face defeat. The three successive
failares, besides causing a loss of ten corores of Tupees to
the royal exchequer, utterly ruined the Mughal prestige.

The Rana of Udaipur had carried out some repairs
to fortifications and it was reported that new ones were
being constructed at Chitor in com;-mvent'lon of t_he
agreement made earlier with Jahangir. Sa‘dulla Khan
was, therefore, sent with a considerable florce, but the
Rana sought the intercession of Dari. It was at the
latter’s instance, that Brahman was sent on a d1mpI.0?na:tlc
mission to Udaipur', who brought about a reconciliation
-in & peaceful manner.

In 1063 /1652 Aurangzib was sent to the Deccan
for the second time as its viceroy. The affairs of Golconda
wera beset with intrigues. There arose some wrangle over
the payment of annual tribute. To worsen t.t‘se n?a.tte;,
‘Muhammad Qutb Shah, the ruler of Golconda imprison

‘4 Dara Shukoh, p. 124.

REIGN OF SHAH JAHAN a)

Mir Jumla' his able and accomplished minister, because,
the Shah had developed some differences with the
Mir. Aurangzib was interested in the minister and wanted
to utilise his services towards consolidating his own
position and prestige in the Deccan. He, therefore, made
the best of the opportunity and securing permission {rom
Delhi, attacked Golconda. After some show of force, the
Shah yielded to the Mughals.

The ruler of Bijapur had expanded his authority
across India from sea to sea and had ceased to be the
tributary of the Empire. Muhammad ‘Adil Shah, being
an able ruler, had earned recognibion from the Emperor
to be designated as Shah instead of Khan. Aurangzib
was feeling uneasy at the successes of the Shah who had
already started a display of splendour and power. At the
death of the Shah in 1067/1656 a youth named ‘Ali
‘Adil Shah came to the throne, but proved too weak to
control the warring factions at the court, Aurangzib
obtained sanction from the Emperor to effect complete
subjugation of Bijapur. After some encounters the Mughal

army emerged victorious, the city was captured and a
treaty was signed.

While Aurangzib was busy with the affairs of
Golconda and Bijapur, Shivaji organised raids through
Mughal territories and in fact occupied Junnar, but one

L Mubammad Sa'id entitled Mir Jumla had emigrated from Persia,
a8 & merchant trading in diamonds and precious stones. Being
& man of exceptional merit, military genins and administrative
acumen, the Sultin made him the Chief Minister of the state,
In wealth, grandeur and power,

he was no less than a ruling’
monarch. -
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the fort of Kalanjar in 1040/1630. In the same gea.r;
terrible famine broke out in the Dec?a.n, Iliha.ndesH zu:ild
Gujarat. Many people died of starvation, ‘Abdul f_ g.niane
Lahori has given a very pathetic acc‘:ouu‘t of the 2",],-m
in his Padshahnama. The Emperor_ did lus‘best tlo (;3[ ;mid
the misety of the masses. According to ‘Abdu n{-,‘Thb
rupees seventy lakhs were remitted by the goverrj;n;;an a’;lab&d
Emperor directed the officials oE.Burhsmpur, e
and Surat to establish soup-ng!:lter;s and alm
nger for the r and estitute. :
mue(}niaBiengal the P‘;ﬁuguese had obtained a {goe;mgisﬁ
Hooghly nearly a century before where they tra ro:rmg
other parts of India, China etc., and later wert.af g s
a wenace to the Empire, as they had forF1 e b sk
settlement, levied tolls on ships 'that pimsed 1—13 :‘m A
ruined Satgaon. After his accession S.l‘mh Jahan bzs.e 8
defeated the Portuguese in 1042 /1632 after besieging
ment. )

e s;?;t:; Khan, son of Malik Amber, r.ebelled a.ga.lxnst_m
Emperor at Daulatabad which was besieged by Mabhoa.m
Khan who defeated Fath Khan and brought him :
court with his young son. )

In Bundelkhand, Jujhar Singh rebelled againsk I;!;e
Emperor and Aurangzib was df;put.,ed to .supfm: hte 1-:
rebellion. The former sought to hide in the jungles,
he was ultimately slain by the Gonds. ai¥ |

For a long time Bijapur was the soe.ne of bmkzr;ng
and intrigues of rival factions. Tt was ultimately su :c

d was made to acknowledge the legl.ml supre::: y
:.J;d to pay an annual tribute of two million rapees'.

1 Cam. Hist, IV, p. 196.
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The Kingdom of Abmadnagar was annexed to the
Empire in 1047/1637. The settlement of affairs with
Goleonda was effected with greater ease, The state had
extended help to Shah Jahan during his rebellion against
his father, but the relations were now strained owing to
religious differences, The rulers of Golconda belonged
to the Shi‘a sect and had all along included the name
of the reigning Shah of Persia in their Khutba—the weekly
Friday sermon—by way of recog

nition of his authority.
Shah Jahan being a devout

Sumnni, took exception to this
practice of the Shi‘a rulers, and demanded its immediate
abolition. Some show of resistance was made but with
no good result. Shah Jahan’s name was included in the
Khutba and the Mughal force was withdrawn.

The hardy Marathas were caus
the Emperor and Mug
Shahji who ultimately
Bijapur.

ing some trouble to
hal froops were sent to subdue
agreed to enter the service of

Since a long time Shah Jahin had cherished a desire
to win back Samarqand, the former capital of Timar.
After setlling the affairs in the Deccan, Shih Jahan
thought of translating his dream

into reality. Nagr
Muhammad Khin,

the ruler of Balkh and Badakhshan
Was proving incompetent and the country, including

his own son, rose in rebellion against -him. To save
himself he sought help from Shah Jabin who gladly sent
his army in 1056/1646 under Pringe Murad, who
occupied Balkh and Badakhshan. Nazr Mubammad, fearing
some foul play, ran to Isfahan, but Murad dig not like
the uncongenial land of Central Asia and abandoned it;-
leaving his army behind. ‘Abdu] ‘Aziz, the son of Nagr
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CHAPTER 1.

REIGN OF SHAH JAHAN
(1038 A.H./1628 A.D.- 1069 A.H./Z1658 A.D.)
Political Aspect :

Brahman flourished in the reign of Shah Jahan
which is noted for its peace and prosperity. Shah Jahan
ascended the throne in February 1038/1628 and was
probably the most powerful monarch in the world at
that time'. He came to the throne under very favourable
circumstances. He had the full support of Mababat Khan,
the most eminent soldier of the day? and his father-in-law
Asaf Khan, who wielded great influence at the court. Inm
the Deccan, with the death of Malik Amber, the most
formidable rival to Mughal ambition was removed. The
Emperor also enjoyed the favour of the Rajputs with
whom he had close blood affinities through his mother
and grandmother. Not that his reign was free from wars
and strifes, but that such wars did not affect his own
dominions very much, which enjoyed almost uninterrupted
tranquillity’. The main events of the rule of Shah Jahan
may be summed up as follows :

Khan Jahan Lodi, who was the Commander-in-Chief
and Viceroy of the Deccan, rebelled against the Emperor
in 1038/1628 but was ultimately defeated and killed near
Y Ind. His, p. 135,

2  Cam. Hist., IV, p. 183.
3 Elphinstone., 11, p. 393,
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VII (b)

X
The Persian Duwvan :

The MS. of the University of Bombay, vol.
58-104, on which T have based the text of the
Duwwan, Tt is neither dated nor bears the name
of the scribe, but appears to be sufficiently old.
Written in fine nasta'lig hand, it is generally free
from orthographical errors. I have called it ‘o)

A photostat copy of the MS. of the Salar Jung
Estate Library, Hyderabad, transcribed in
shikasta amiz nasta'lig style, in the 29th year of
the succession of Shahdy'Alam i.e, in 1205/1790.
It contains many errors of commission and
omission, besides common mistakes of orthogra-
phy. I have named it ‘o',

VIII (¢) A photostat copy of the MS. of Riza Library,

Rampur, No. 3519, transeribed in Shikasta-amiz
nasta’lig style, in 1164/1750, by Hadi Quli b.
Muhammad Zaman, at Akberabad (Agra). The

MS. is complete anq up to date in many respects.
I have termed it ‘5.

IX Insha-i-Haft-Gulshan -

The MS. comprising of Brahman's letters and

petitions mostly addressed to Emperor Shah Jahan
and other dignitaries, preserved in the Library of
Gujarat Vidya Sabha, Abmedabad, (No. 62) Dated C.
1800 A. D. The MS. is slightly damaged by worms,
otherwise useful for writing contemporary history.

Besides the above MSS. I have consulted the Diwan
of Brabman published in 1929 and edited by Mr. Bahar

xi
Sunnami, who has based his text on a MS. belonging to
Prof. Sirajud-Din Azar of Lahore. Mr. Sunnami claims
that the MS. copy is transcribed and autogmphgd by
Brahman himself. But unfortunately the published Diwan,
like several other MSS., is full of errors. I have ecalled
this published Diwan ‘¢
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Mention must be made of My. Ghulam Muhammad
8. Valiulla, proprietor of G. S. Printers, for taking special

care and showing skill in printing the book which involved
typographical intricacies,

Last but not the least, T have to e
gratitude to the Gujara University and
Association, Bombay, for having sanctioned substantial
grants of Rs. 1,500 and Rs. 500 respectively, towards the

cost of publication of this book, without which it would
not have seen the light of the day.

xpress my deep
Islamic Research

Inspite of my best efforts and careful reading of the
Prof}fﬂ. a number of typographical errors have crept in, for
which I humbly crave indulgence of my readers.

Malegaon, (Nasik)

Monday, June 6, 1966 M. A. H. Farooqui

DESCRIPTION OF MSS.

I have consulted the following MSS. of the works of
Brahman, for my research:

1 Chahar Chaman :

A photostat copy of the MS. of Riza Library,
lampur, No. 2810; transcribed in Caleutta, in 1206/
1791, in Shikasta style. The MS. is good in many
respects. I have drawn largely on this copy for
Brahman’s biographical sketch.

II (a) Munsh'at-i-Bralman:

A photostat copy of the MS. of Riza Library,
Rampur, transeribed in Calcutta in 1189/1775,
in Shikasta hand. It is generally free from errors
of any sort. I have termed it Munsh'at R.

ITI (b) A MS. copy of the above work belonging to
Maulana Habibur-Rahman Ghaznawi of Ahmad-
abad, written in Shikasta style. It is fairly old
and some pages are damaged and wormeaten. I
have called it Munsl'at G.

IV (c) Another MS. of the Mumnsi'at, preserved in
Pir Muhammad Shah Library, Ahmadabad, not
yet catalogued.

V  Ruq'at-i-Brahman :

A MS. copy belonging to the above Library, in
Shikasta hand and not yet catalogued.
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derived from cavalier biographers. In literature, as in life,
it is not possible to give a final judgement on the work
of any poet. Each age must evaluate the work of any
poet in its own terms and reinterprete every author of
the past by its own standards. With a view to developing
this approach to literature, I have tried to judge the works,
life and poetry of Brahman. It is now for the readers

to judge what I have done and how far I have succeeded
in my attempt.

It is the first attempt to present a critical edition
of the Persian diwan of Brahman. In this task I have
carefully followed the basic rule of giving as many variati-
ons, in the foot note, as appeared relevant and appropriate
in the context and have scrupulously avoided unnecessary
orthograbpical variations or obvious blunders.

In presenting this work to the readers I feel confident
that its shortcomings and imperfections will provoke
constructive criticism and stimulating research to my
benefit and encouragement as well as to the general but
really interested reader of Persian poetry and literature.

In a work of this nature the writer alone knows the
hardships and obstacles that beset him and it is, therefore,
futile to tire the readers by mentioning them here. How-
ever, I must acknowledge with due respect, the unstinted
help and encouragement I have received from my friends,
colleagues and lovers of Persian language and literature.
Notably among them are Prof. V. J, Trivedi, my bosom
friend and Head of the English Department in my college;
and Prof. F. C. Davar, ‘the grand old man’ of Ahmadabad,
who went through the manuscript and made valuable

vii

suggestions and corrections. I am extremely grateful to
these erudite scholars of English language and literature.

I am also thankful to my Principal, Dr. Y. G. Naik
and my boon companion Dr. C. R. Naik, Reader in
Persian, Gujatat University, for the encouragement they
gave me during the course of my research and for evincing
keen interest in its publication.

My thanks are also due to Sayyid Akbar ‘Ali Tirmizi,
Asst. Director, National Archives of India, New Delhi,
for helping me to procure the photostat copies of the
MSS. of Brahman's works preserved in the Riza Library,
Rampur.

I am also greatly indebted to the University of
Bombay and Maulana Habibur-Rahman Ghaznawi of
Ahmadabad for lending me their MSS. of Duwan-i-Brhaman
and Munsha't-i-Brahman respectively, which facilitated
my work considerably.

I would be failing in my duty if I do not mention
Mr. 8. M. F. Bukhari, my former student and now
Probationary Mamlatdar in the Revenue Department of
the Gujarat State', who helped me immensely in the
preparation of the eritical text of Brahman's duwan,

I must also heartily thank Prof. M. A. ‘Abbasi, my
former student and now my esteemed colleague in the
Department, for reading the proofs and making searching
suggestions.

1 Recently he has been selected as a Probationary Disiriet Deputy
Collector in the same Department.




PREFACE

Brahman is one of the few prominent writers and
poets of Persian who enjoyed literary fame beyond the
frontiers of India and who, even to this day, are held in
high esteem by the lovers of Persian language and literature.
As Jada Nath Sarkar has rightly pointed out, the office-
bearers in the Mughal Court, both Hindus and Muslims,
‘formed a brotherhood and lived on terms of the greatest
intimacy and mutual aid’. They held parties, literary
gatherings and poetic assemblies, where they discussed
their works, recited their compositions and commented
on them freely and frankly. Their love of Sif? philosophy
further cemented superficial differences of religion and
faith, This way, they evolved and promoted a common
culture of which Brahman is both a symbol and essence.

The present writer, therefore, felt that a thorough
study of Brahman's work and a fuller assessment of his
poetry and personality was long over due. In the following
pages, therefore, an attempt has been made to evaluate
the works of Brahman and his poetry especially in a
historical setting. By marshalling evidence from various
sources, it has been sought to prove how some of the be-
liefs held about his life are erroneous; how some of the
opinions on his lyric poetry are not wellgrounded. The
desire has been to formulate a critical but sympathetic
view of Brahman’s poetry on a study of his own works
and his own abilities rather than on second hand information
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